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Special note
Tony Le Sauteur

Whilereading George Francis Le Feuvre'sbook, Jérri Jadis, | realised
just how important the presence of my Jersey ancestors had been on the
Gagpé Coadt. Hislast pilgrimage, as he called it, was made during the
middle of the 1960s.

A true Jerseyman, from the Channel 1slands, George L e Feuvre's goal
during hislast pilgrimage was to contact the largest possible number

of families of Jersey origin, and collect, from Gaspé citizensborn in the
Channedl Idands, all the infor mation they could recall of the old days.
Thisishow | cameto understand how much Jerseymen and

Jer seywomen had contributed in the making of thisregion.

Thefact that Québec historians have come, in modern days, to
spontaneously describe my Jersey ancestor s as British because they came
from Jersey or Guernesey, then believed to be" British possessions’, or
because they were of Anglican faith, is, to me, highly irritating. It shows
so very little knowledge of the history of Jersey and of the Jer sey people
of the Gaspé Coast. L et's hope George L e Feuvre's account will make
them under stand that my grandfather, born in Jersey, was, like all Jersey
people of the Coast and like most French Canadians, a Norman through
and through!

Jerri Jadisis certainly a document of the outmost importance
to all who want to learn more about the Jersey presence on the

Gaspé Coast!

A
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The Jersey people of the Gaspe Coast

| nstead of spending the summer of 1964 in Jersey, | choseto make a
pilgrimageto the Gaspé area. My brother, Sydney, who lived in that
region in hisyouth (heisnow established in Ottawa), came with me on
thistrip because he wanted to renew old acquaintances.

Ah! The Gaspé Coast! A country that still can thrill my old Jersey heart.
| had heard so much about the Coagt, all through my youth in Jersey,
that | decided that, now an old man, | would visit this country, long
witness to the serenity, the efforts and miseries (and thejoys, for sure) of
so many Jer sey men and women, born in Jer sey, but now residing along
the beaches of the Gaspé Coast and at the foot of its mountains.

For many Jersey-born, the Gaspé Coast was also the end of theroad,
their ashesintegrated to the sacred earth of the cemeteries, alongside
their churches. Otherswere born on the Coast, and, although they were
Jerseymen at hearth and by parental links, they worked and lived and
eventually were put torest on the Coast, without ever having seen Jer sey.
In many cases, their children and grandchildren also spent their whole
life on the Coast. And, having very little Jer sey women around, a good
number were married to French Canadian women and, losing their
Jersey identity and characteristics, becamereal French Canadians, in
everyway but the name.

Jersey French was heard mor e often than English or French, in many
villages of the Gaspé Coast, especially from Riviere-au-Renard, in the
north, to Paspébiac in the south, and even further right down to the small
town of Bonaventure where a true Jer seyman can still be found : his
name is Douglas Bar ette and he owns a general store.

About twenty old Jer seymen still use our beautiful old Jersey French, in
Gagpésie. Which amounts approximately to the number of Jersey born
who still live on the Gaspe Coast. Their children do not speak Jer sey
French. The same goesfor Jersey, where our young people speak English.
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The French Canadians Gaspé peninsula, the Coast to Jerseymen, ispart
of the province of Québec. | am often asked if the Gaspé Peninsulais
bigger than Jersey. Well! | can easily answer: yes! The north and east
part of the peninsula are mountainous for mations called the

Shikshoks, the north-eastern end of the Appalachian mountain range.
The name Shikshok comes from an Indian word, a Micmac word
meaning " steep and rocky" . Of a mean height of 3300 feet, the Shikshoks
areimposing and look down on the Saint-L awrence River and Gulf. To
the south, the slopes gentle down towar ds the Baie des Chaleurs. | can't
tell you how this bay came to be named that way: | have often had the
opportunity of swimming in it and always found itswaterscold. The
weather isbeautiful during summer, but it isexcruciatingly cold in
winter. Curiously enough, Sub-Arctic flora can be found on high plateaus!

Generally speaking, the Gaspé peninsula starts, on the north side, with
the village of Sainte-Flavie, 200 miles north of the city of L évis, situated
directly opposite Québec City, on the other side of the Saint-L awrence
river. From Sainte-Flavie, theroad runstowardsthe north-east, following
the Saint-L awrence, for some 230 miles, to Grande Greve, et from there,
it turnsdirectly southwards, to Percé. Driving west, to the M atapédia
Valley, thereisroughly another 240 miles.

The Matapédia Valley isthe western limit of the Gaspé Coast and spreads
over 98 miles from the city of Matapédia back to Sainte-Flavie, on the
northern side.

Very nearly 165 milesin length and 87 miles wide, the Gaspé peninsula
cover sroughly 9,000 square miles. The sea and vast forest areas give
work to a population of 140,000 people who live mostly on the side of the
road that runsalong the coast and, of course, in the Matapédia Valley.

The nice little town of Gaspé (1,700 inhabitants), built at the foot of the
mountains on the side of Gaspé Bay, on the eastern limit of the peninsula,
iIswell known becauseit isthere, at the end of its harbour, that, on July
24 1534, the French explorer Jacques Cartier, born in Saint-M alo, took
possession of Canada in the name of the King of France. Setting foot on
theland, hedug a holeto hold the base of a 30 foot high wooden cr oss
decor ated with three fleurs-de-lis. Today, a high and beautiful cross made
of stone can be seen on the same site, elevated to commemor ate the 400th
anniversary of that faithful event. In September 1758, General Wolfe
destroyed the buildings on the bay of Gaspé, and it can be said that this
pillage marked the beginning of the war that led to the loss of Canada to
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England.
| will now talk to you about the Jer sey men and women who still livein

the Gaspé Peninsula, and | will give you the names of many who have
passed away there, and whose names can beread on their tombstones.

George Francis Le Feuvre
Jersey
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Grand Etang

From Sainte-Flavie, wher e the Gaspé peninsula begins, onedrives north-
east for about 200 milesto get to Grand Etang, thefirst placewhere|
encounter ed people of Jersey origin. Theroad often follows the foot of the
mountains, very steep, and is barely higher than ocean level. Some times,
it iseven built on the sea-shore. When | stop here, gazing on the waves
that lick the side of theroad, | often ask myself if, maybe, the beginning
of thisroad wasn't in Jersey, in the bay of St Ouén, and made to reach the
Gaspé coast, seeing that so many people of Jersey origin can be found in
thearea.

Coming to Grand Etang, one stands at the beginning of a series of towns
and villages wher e many Jer seymen lived and worked, and where one can
still find a few of them aswell asa lot of their descendants.

George Godfray, born in Jersey in 1862, married the widow of thelocal
lord of the manor, old mister Thomas L e Breux of Grand Etang (some 35
miles north of Gaspé, by a short road that dropsdirectly south from
Riviere-au-Renard), at atimewhen feudal domains still existed in
Gaspésie. He himself became L ord of Grand Etang. He died in 1940 and
was buried in the cemetery of Saint-Paul's anglican church, in Gaspé. His
wife, being roman catholic, was buried in the cemetery of the catholic
church in Cloridorme.

Mr LewisJ. Gibaut, who livesin Cloridorme and has been on the Gaspé
Coast for many years, hasa good memory. He knew L ord Godfray
personally. They worked together for the tradespeople William Hyman
and sons, who owned fishing establishmentsin Grande-Gréve and Gaspé.
Tradein Grande-Gréve wasfor along time under the management of
Stanley Hotton, who was from the parish of Ste Mathie (Jersey). He died
in 1968, and was buried in Grande-Greve.

Seignorial domains have long been abolished in Gaspésie and it isto be
expected that the descendants of L ord Godfdray will disappear in turn
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during the present generation. Today's Lord Godfray, liveswith his
sister. Neither heor hissister have ever married. | dropped by for a visit
and found them charming. He holdsthe local postoffice which he baptised
Saint-Hélier, because he had always heard it said that hisfamily came
from that area, in Jersey. He has never seen theisland of Jersey and he
doen't speak Jersey French, but he hisvery familiar with the French
Canadian language. With hissister, he operates a motel (a word currently
used in North-America, and made of thefir st syllable of the word Motor
and the second syllable of Ho6tel), half a dozen little wood cottages, built
along hisproperty. They lease them to tourists, thereby earning aliving
confortably and quietly. Grand Etang getsits name from alargefresh
water lake perched in the mountains. It is picturesque aswell as
renowned for great fishing.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey.
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Riviere-au-Renard

Abount twenty milesfurther, one comesto Riviére-au-Renard, one of the
major fishing harbours of north-eastern Gaspésie. There never were
many Jer seymen here, but the Robins operated a fishing establishment
which, along with the shop, made for good working opportunities. French
Canadianswork there nowadays. Thelast manager of Jersey origin was
Mr Walter P. Le Quesne. | went to seehim. Herestsin peacein the
cemetery. The now deceased John Baudain Le Quesne, undertaker in
Jersey, was hiscousin, and MissLydia Le Maistrewho livesin the parish
of St. Martin (Jersey) is also his cousin.

Another Jerseyman | had the opportunity of meetingwasMr Cyril Le
Garignon, brother of Mr Le Garignon, owner of thedairy located on the
corner of Phillipsand Bath streets, in St. Hélyi, Jersey. Mr Le Garignon
and hiswife (née Kennedy) are charming and invited usto stay.

Part of the population of this port are descendants of irish immigrants
whose ship sank in 1847, near Cap-des-Rosiers. They are French
Canadians now, with irish names. Thereisno protestant church or
cemetery in Riviére-au-Renard and the Jer seypeople who died hereare
buried in Gaspé.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey.
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L'Anse-aux-Griffons

Fiveto six milesfurther, theroad leads usto Anse-au-Griffon wherethe
Robins also had a fishing operation. On a few occasions, | noticed the
spelling " Gris-fonds', but it issaid that thereal nameistruly " Griffon".
It was the name of a ship whose captain was a descendant of Nicolas
Denys, the first nobleman in these parts of the Gaspé peninsula. On my
first visit to Anse-au-Griffon, already some year s back, the deceased and
fondly remembered Sir Ernest Bertram, of Seymour House, in Grouville
(Jersey), wasthe manager of the Robin establishment. Ernest and his
charming wife, née L enfestey, of Guernsey origin, wer e very welcoming,
lake all good Jersey people. | presented myself, accompanied by Morris
Le Cocq, son of JohnL e Cocq, who isfrom Malbaie but wasborn in a
place called Pot du Rotchi, in the parish of Trinity, in Jersey. Heand his
wife, née Alice Le Mottée, from the parish of St Mary, in Jersey, aswell
asMorris, areall dead now. | think it had been at least ten yearssince Mr
Bertram had last seen Jersey. Hiswife insisted that we stay for dinner.

There are no Jerseymen left that work for the Robinsin Anse-au-Griffon
now, and one can find no protestant church or cemetery there anymore.
All Jersey people have been buried in Gaspé.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Jersey Cove

From Anse-au-Griffon, if one goestowardsthe south for about four
miles, one comesto Jersey Cove, a small village probably named this way
because Jer seymen werefirst to settle there. There were many Jer sey
people there, a hundred years ago, but thereisonly oneleft today and
official documents of the Québec gouvernment don't mention it much,
unlessit betorecall that Jersey Cove (Anse Jersey) had Jerseymen for
first settlers.

Still Jersey Coveisof historical interest. In Cap-des-Rosiers, threeto four
milesfurther, | found an old irishman, Mr Arthur Kavanagh, who had
lotsto tell.

Mr Kavanagh, who celebrated his 92nd birthday on October 6, 1964, and
who has lived around here all hislife, told methat Jer sey people have left
Jersey Cove along time ago and that the local population is now totally
French Canadian. | asked him if heremembered some Jer seymen that he
knew in hisyouth, and he mentionned the names Perrée, Touét, Sor solell
and Laffoley. | don't believethere are still any Touét in Jersey, and the
name Sor soleil has probably disappeared. Therewas still a Sorsoleil in
Ottawa, a few year s back, and my brother Sydney knew him well. But |
believe heis now passed away.

| told you that part of the population of Riviere-au-Renard came from
irish immigrants whose ship sank near Cap-des-Rosiers, in 1847. Well!
Mr Kavanagh informed methat hisfather was one of the forty seven
survivors of that shipwreck. The ship came from Whitehaven, in Irland,
and was called the " Carricks'. It sank with 107 immigrants from Sligo
on board. Eighty seven bodies wer e washed to shorein a beach area and,
today, one can find, along the Cap-des-Rosiersroad, a stone cross that
marksthe place wherethey were buried. Most of the 47 survivors stayed
in Jersey Cove and Mr Kavanagh believesthat thelocal Jer seymen could
speak English. He also told methat in hisyouth there was an anglican
church and small cemetery in Jersey Cove. But from the moment where
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therewere no more Jersey men or protestants, the church was
transported to P'tit Gaspé or Cap-aux-Os. Thereisno clue left of the
cemetery'slocation today, since a house was built on the site. Thereisno
church at all in Jersey Cove, which isnow part of theroman

catholic parish of Cap-des-Rosiers.

Thereareno Jerseymen in Cap-des-Rosierseither. It iscuriousthat the
irish descendants are still here and have all become French Canadians,
except for the names, of cour se. Funny to see Kavanaghs, O'Briens,
Kennedys, and such, who speak only canadian French and answer you in
that language if you speak to them in English. It is probably dueto the
fact that for many successive generations they have married French
Canadian girls.

It issaid that the cape named Cap des Rosiers, which isrepresented on a
map of Champlain dated 1632, got that name because the ar ea was
covered with wild rose bushes.

Mr Kavanagh isaremarquable man, still full of lifeat 92 (in 1965),
physically and mentally sound. Heis one of the last here who can speak
english, and does the bookkeeping for his business, by himself. | had the
good luck to discover thisman and hear him tell me a thousand and one
storiesabout Jersey Cove. It wasthefirst timel had the opportunity to
talk to somebody who knew so much.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Bay of Gaspé

Pushing along southwar ds from Cap-des-Rosier s, we come to the bay of
Gaspé, well known since that iswhere Jacques Cartier anchored his ships
planning his pacific conquest of Canada. L ater on, it was General Wolfe's
turn toround up hisshipsin the bay in view of conquering Canada by
force of arms. At the east end of the bay, one hasa clear view of the
Gaspé Cape. According to atourist information folder of the province,
thename " Gaspé' comesfrom a Micmac word meaning END . And very
aptly given, sincethe capeissituated at the furthest eastern point of the
Gaspé peninsula.

From Gaspé Cape, going northwards along the bay to the village of Saint-
Majorique, at the other end, one can count nearly 15 miles, which brings
usto say that the bay, with aten to twelve mile depth for morethan half
itslength, was certainly an ideal location for ships, either those of the
French explorer or of General Wolfe.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Grande-Greve

As| wastelling you, the Cape of Gaspéis situated at the extreme eastend
of the Gaspé peninsula. A couple of milesnorth of the cape, onefindsthe
site of an old fishing port called Grande-Greve. It issaid the place was, in
the old days, know as Cap-aux-Os, which, today, isthe name of a village
still further north, along the bay. Two or three peopletold methat the
place was also known by thename of " Le P'tit Gaspe" or " Little Gaspé".

| don't know who werethefirst to operate the Grande-Gr éve fishing
establishment, but, to me, there was always, in Grand-Greve, a store
owned by Mr Hyman, who also had another onein Gaspé. The nameis
well known among Jer sey people living on the Gaspé Coast, sincethe
Hyman family isthe only onethat has maintained an independent

oper ation, without disappearing from the scene or being taken over by
the Robins. One of my old friends, Mr Stanley Hotton (we wer e both
clerks, at the sametime, in Hill Street, in Jer sey) was the manager of the
Hyman establishment, in Grande-Greve, for a good number of years. Just
like me, heismorethan 70 yearsold now (in 1965) and heretired after
working for the Hymans during (I dare believe) half a century! | had the
good luck of finding him at home with hiswife, and had much fun
discussing old memories of the Channel Islands (in Jersey French, of
course). Mr Walter Hotton, of Parkland, in the parish of Ste. Mathie
(Jersey) ishisbrother, and MrsLe Ruez of Sunnydale, in Bieaumont, is
hissister.

John Le Masurier isanother Jerseyman established in Grande-Greve. He
iIsa charming man, brother to Bert Le Masurier and miss Lilian, of
Greystones, in St. Ouén (Le Marais), and uncleto Percy Le Masurier from
Vinchelez (La Pointe), Jersey. Thelatter has already distinguished himself
asafarmer, an officer of the Royal Society of Agriculturein Jersey, a
churchgoing anglican and a responsable parishioner. Mr John Le
Masurier isan octogenarian, but is still straight asan arrow and in good
health. His house looks like a palacein Grande-Greéve. It is built on the
heights and enjoys a superb view of the bay. During many years, he was
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chief inspector of fisheriesin Gaspésie, for the provincial gouver nement.
He had spirit and won himself the respect of theruling class and of the
population of the Gaspé peninsula.

Mr Hotton and Mr LeMasurier arevery hospitable, like all good old
Jerseymen, and one cannot knock on their door and not beinvited to
partake of alittle something. Both of them married women of Jersey or
Guernsey families, but born on the Gaspe Coast, and they have sonswho
will continueto bear those good old Jer sey names!

In Grande-Greve, | discovered anglican churches, and started visiting
them all along theroad that leads west, all the way to New Carlisle.
Maybe a few mor e can be found in small towns further west, up to
Matapédia. A large chapel of the United Church (Union of Methodists,
Presbyterians and Congr egationists) can be found in New Richmond, and
half a dozen mor e between Grande-Gréve and New Carlise. | have
visited many in the M atapédia valley.

The Grand-Greve Anglican Church isdedicated to Saint Peter-the-
Apostle. It isa church made of wood, likethey all arein Gaspésie (with
the exception of the onein Paspébiac), and it isin perfect order. It is
remar quable and deserving that such a small number of anglican families
as arefound on the Gaspé Coast nowadays manage to keep their
churchesin such good condition. Considering the price of paint, they cost
asmall fortune to paint over, and they are expensiveto keep warm in the
cold winter months. Mr Hotton and Mr Le Masurier have been strong
supporter of Saint-Peter's Church, in Grande-Greve.

| was curiousto see the names on the gravestonesin the cemetery. | found
only Jersey names: John E. Collas, died on December 17, 1904, at thirty
year s of age. Probably a membre of the Collas family, married into the
Robin family, known for itsfishing establishments. George Aubert, born
in Jersey, died in Riviere-M adeleine on January 19, 1904, at 65 year s of
age. Riviere-Madeleineison the north side of the Gaspé Coast, not far
from Grand Etang. | have never met a person of that namein Jer sey, but
| know there used to be some, in older days.

Another name caught my eye: J. W. de Jursey, 1858-1928. Probably a de
Jersey, who's name was spelled phoneticaly by the undertaker. | seem to
recall having heard in Jersey, that the" de Jersey" werefrom Guernsey.
There would have been a certain number of Guernseymen among the
Jerseymen, at that time. Thereare also two or three Lenfestey burried
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here.

On one of the gravestonesin the Saint-Peter Anglican Church cemetery,
in Grande-Greve, thereisthe name of a L enfestey who must have been
the patriarch of this Guernsey family : one Hilary Lenfestey, bornin
Guernesey, died on December 3 1903, at the age of 94! Hiswife Judith
(maiden name not mentionned), died December 21 1836, at 80 yearsand 9
months, and isalso burried therewith their sons, Abraham and John.
And onecan also find a Peter Lenfesty, who died on August 51928, at 87,
and hissister Syria C., deceased on September 61923, a 75. Now, thereis
at least one family whose member s enjoyed a long life on this earth.

On another stone, | found the name of John M. Luce" Esg.”, born in
Jersey, died on June 27 1881, at the age of 39. An important fellow,
evidently, since he held the title of Esquire.

In aletter from Mr LewisJ. Gibaut, of Cloridorme, | learned that Mr
John M. Luce worked for the Fruing, and that he was married to the
sister of Mr Hyman, founding father of William Hyman and Sons. It
probably was an honor to be so well connected by marriage, but, since
Mr Hyman was jewish by birth and religion, he never accepted the
match. It issaid that Mr Hyman wanted to load hisgun and " put lead in
Mr Luce, but not in his sleeves' I*

After Mr Lucedied, at 39, hiswidow and his son, Philip Mauger Luce,
returned to Jersey tolivein La Grand' Maison, near Sion, in the parish of
St. Jean wher e the son was a schoolteacher for a while. It seemsthat the
L uce had financial interestsin the Fruing commer cial establishment,
because Philip Mauger Luce came back to the Gaspé Coast to work asits
manager, but that, finally, Mr Hyman bought the Fruing fishing
establishments and storesin Grande-Greve, Cap-des-Rosier s and
Cloridorme.

Philip Mauger Luce went to livein England in 1956 and died in
Worthing, on October 23, 1967, at 91 year s of age.

Beside Mr Luce's, standsthe gravestone of Alfred William Dolbel, born
in Jersey, December 8, 1884, and deceased in Montreal, on May 19, 1910,
of hiswife, Selina Coté, 1852-1921, and of their child, Maud Alice, who
died at 3 months, on August 11, 1882. A. W. Dolbel isa good example of a
Jerseyman who married a French Canadian girl (Cétéisa standard
name among Quebecquers), but still remained faithful to the Anglican
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Church, since hewould not otherwise be buried in that cemetery.

On another grave, | found the name of Daniel Gavey, 1844-1926, of
Jemima L e Huquet, hiswife, 1852-1918, and of Amélia C. Gavey, 1853-
1932, widow of one Charles P. Bartlett, 1850-1928.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey

*(Notefrom Tony Le Sauteur: " To put stonesin someone's sleeves' isa Jersey
French expression used when a person is not very stable, meaning that
providing the lest would stabilize him or her).

A
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Cap-aux-0Os

The small village of Cap-aux-Osis about six to seven milesnorth of
Grande-Gréve, along the coast of the bay of Gaspé. It issaid that, in the
old days, the name applied to that whole area right up to the cape of

Gaspé.

It isvery possiblethat, later on, a commer cial fishing establishment,
situated near the cape, gaveitsnameto Grande-Greve. | wasnot ableto
pinpoint the origin of the name" Cap-aux-Os" (literally Cape of the
Bones), but it does not require much imagination to suppose that a pile of
bones of some sort was probably found there at some point, along time
ago.

Thereisa chapel of the United Church in Cap-aux-Os, and, seeing it, |
was convinced that thiswas Jer sey Cove's church, that was transported
here a long time ago. Saint-Peter's church, in Grande-Greve, isto big and
massive to have been the one.

In thelittle cemetery, just beside the church, | also found Jer sey and
Guernsey names on tombs. Elias John Collas, born January 16, 1857, and
passed away May 4, 1939; hiswife, née Agnes Emily Price on October 5,
1867, died April 12 1953; and their son Henry Hubert Collas, born April
22, 1896, died November 30, 1923. Hewas a sailor for atime. The
inscription on the stone indicates that he wor e regimental number " A.
B.2252, R.N.C.V.R" .

It issaid that there were many Collasin the area, in those days. | found
the grave of Lucie Nile Handey, wife of Adolphus W. Coallas, who was
born August 31, 1874, and died May 8, 1955. The next grave was
probably that of a Guernseyman, Abraham Peter Bour gaize, 1848-1904.

And then | cometothe Le Hucquet family: Lucy Mary Baker, who died
July 5, 1939, wife of John Abraham Le Hucquet, himself deceased
February 25, 1941.
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Nothing hints at their age. Finally, Agnes Ann Palfrey (1876-1923), wife
of Samuel Benjamin Le Hucquet, 1869-1933.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Penouille

Two or three milesfrom Cap-aux-Os, still heading north along the bay,
we cometo another little village that bear s the name of Penouille.

Jer seymen of Gaspé give that name the english translation of

" Peninsula” . Official publications from the provincial Office of Tourism
inform usthat the nameis of obscure origin. There were many Jer seymen
and Guernseymen here, along time ago; a testimony of that isthe
anglican church dedicated to St. Matthew. In the cemetery, | found the
names of Henry ThomasLe Mesurier, 1865-1943, and Susie Fairservice,
deceased in Anse-au-Griffon December 6, 1890, at the age of 33 yearsand
10 months, wife of J. W. Godfray. M. Godfray probably was manager for
the Robinsin Anse-au-Griffon, in those days. And then thereisthegrave
of Alfred Le Masurier, 1874-1956, and hiswife Mary E. 1880-1957.

At thispoint, we are nearly at the gates of the town of Gaspé, on the other
side of the bay. Thereisonly one protestant church left on the way,
befor e getting to Gaspé. It isin a small hamlet, curiously called Rose
Bridge.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Rose Bridge

Near Saint-Majorique, at the north end of the bay of Gaspé, wearein a
small hamlet that bear the name of Rose Bridge. Nobody ever

mentionned the origin of the name, and it isnot marked on tourists maps.
Thereisachapel of the United Church of Canada. Thefact that | have
found two such chapels on a distance of about ten miles (one here, and the
other in Cap-aux-0s), makes me believe that there weremore
Guernseymen than Jer seymen here, in those days. Names on the graves of
the Rose Bridge cemetery arenearly all Le Touzel, Le Lacheur and
Simon, but there used to be loads of Rabey, Guignon and Galliard.

And hereweareat the Le Lacheurs gravestone: Mary S., 1877-1950,
wife of William Le Touzel, and their daughters Ruth and Elsie. Robert J.,
1871-1921. Martha L ydia, 1853-1928, and her son William David, 1884-
1894. Hubert D., 1898-1959.

Then the Le Touzels. Effie J. West, 1889-1952, wife of Edgar Le Touzel.
Edward C., 1878-1954. Blanche L ., 1877-1936. Douglas, 1896-1943.
Leyland A., 1942-1955. Mary Jane, 1866-1952, wife of Walter Le Touzel.

And the Smons: Mary M., 1843-1895, wife of John Simon, and her sister
Amelia, 1844-1917. Watson Garfield, 1902-1960. Nicholas A. 1864-1947.
Priscilla, 1870-1934.

Among the Guignons, thereisHilariaLeMesurier, 1844-1924, wife of
Nicholas Guignon.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Gaspé

Herewe are, finally cometo the beautiful small town of Gaspé. | have
already mentioned it to you because of the historical fact of Jacques
Cartier claiming Canada for hisking. But it isnot the sole reason for this
town to be of special interest to me. When my friend MorrisLe Cocq was
in charge of the Hotel Royal, | used to spend fiveto six weeksthere, in
summer. Hisfather and mother where still alivein those days. | used to
spend half my time at the hotel in Gaspé and the other half in Malbaie
with the old Jerseymen there. They were always happy to see me, these
old guys, because | would take them on a car rideto visit friendsalong
the coast. | often went back to Morrisand stayed with him, at the hotel,
for aday or two.

| have cometo know the town's Jerseymen. Therewere still afew in those
days. Mr Harold Gosset Orviss, brother of the Orvisses of the St Helier
store, in Jersey, was manager for the Robins. A year before hisdeath (he
passed away in 1951), when | went to see him, hewas crippled with
rheumatism and any movement was very difficult. | saw him again on my
return journey, and when | asked him if the rheumatism had wor sened,
he jumped out of hischair, in his office, and hopped around saying to me
that hefelt again asfrisky as a young colt, that the doctor had injected
him a new medication that it was called cortisone and had pulled him
back on hisfeet! But hedied a few monthslater. A charming man! Mr
Stanley Alexandre worked in his office but a while later, he left the
Robinsand | lost track of him. Mr John Bannier, brother of the deceased
Winter Bannier who worked for judge L e Boutiller in High Field, St
Ouén (Jersey), was still alive at that time and Frank Robert was
postmaster. ThomasEllis, born in First Tower in St Helier, Jersey, was
lay reader in church. The Anglican minister was Archdeacon Ernest
Samuel Reid, a minister of fine presence who delivered a mean ser mon.
He wasloved by everyonein Gaspésie. He is now bishop in Ottawa, and
his consecration at the head of the Episcopal center has not changed him.
Heisas pleasing and agreable as he ever was. Mr Ellis passed away.
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| used to enjoy wonderful Sunday evenings at the hotel. Jer seymen would
meet in Morris's office. John Lé Co and Frank Robert were alwaysthere
with Lesley Le Groswho minded the shop in Barachois, aswell asHarold
Le Gresley (son of captain Black Jack Le Gresley), who was manager for
the Robinsin Malbaie and would often join them. Lesley Le Gros et
Harold Le Gredey, born in Gaspésie, did not speak Jersey French so the
conver sation would flow, half in English, half in Jersey French, but would
always concern Jersey.

Alas! Thereisonly one Jersey-born man living in Gaspétoday: a
charming man who goes by the name of Arthur George Cabot. All theLe
Cocgsaredead, asareall the Orvisses, Roberts, Banniersand Le Gros
also. Harold L e Gredley hasleft the Robins and worksfor the provincial
government. Mr Arthur George Cabot isan octogenarian and lives
peaceably with hiswife (born in Prince Edouard's |sland), in his beautiful
house on higher grounds. | suggested they visit Jersey, but they were
afraid of being too old to stand the crossing! It isalways a pleasureto
visit them and to enjoy the proverbial Jersey hospitality, the minute one
stepsover thethreshold of their house!

Asis often the case, the number of people buried in the cemetery of St-
Paul's Anglican Church in Gaspéis greater than the number of tombs.
Reading the names on the stones, | have often felt that the number of
namesincreases every time|l visit!

One of thefirst gravesfound, right beside theroad that runs by the
cemetery, isthat of Mr George Godfray, born in Jersey in 1862 and
deceased in Grand Etang in 1940. He wasthelocal lord of Grand Etang.
Heistheonly Godfray that hasatomb in the Gaspé cemetery, even
though it isvery possible othersarealso buried there.

A good old Jersey family, the Dumaresg, unfortunately extinct in Jer sey,
iswell represented in this cemetery. Jane Dumaresg, granddaughter of
Nicholas Dumaresq, Esg., and of Jane, hiswife, has her name written on
a small gravethat states neither age or date of demise. Thereisa Jane
Dumar esq, deceased on July 27 1920, at the age of 91. On another grave, |
found the name of Clément John Dumaresq, husband of Viola Patter son,
who died at the age of 39 on October 9, 1947, and another in memory of
Frederick M. Dumaresq, born in Jersey and deceased September 24,
1902, at 78, and of Mary C. Béchervaise, hiswife, who died December 24,
1902 at 71 years of age. Those are truly good old Jer sey names.

file://ICJ/Sitesweb2/pil grimage/angaspel3.htm (2 of 4)20/11/2005 14:51:12



The last pilgrimage of a Jerseyman to the Gaspé Coast - Québec - Canada - Gaspé

The next tomb gives usthe name of Theophilus, Geor ge Jehoshaphat,
Alma Jane and Eva, children of Reverend FrancisdelaMare, M. A., and
of Charlotte, hiswife. Apparently, Reverend dela Marewas unlucky in
the family department. Herel am near thegrave of Harold Adrian Le
Couteur, born in Jersey, who died June 5, 1908, at 27 years of age. He
must have been related to some of today's Jersey L e Couteur, because the
family isnot large. And herel find an Ernest de Sainte-Croix, husband of
Marie Morin. Hewasborn in Saint-Helier, Jersey, in 1865, and died on
October 4 1947.

Standing in front of the grave of Frank J. Le Grand, | read that he died
on July 24, 1952. Hisageis not mentioned. Charles Vincent Carrel, died
July 30, 1939, at 69 yearsof age. Margaret E. Carter, born in Jersey on
March 1st 1834, widow of captain John Vautier, died on August 23 1874.
It issaid that this Carter family had come to Jersey, from Devonshire,
England. EllaMarjorie Carry, 1899-1947, probably from Guer nsey.
Hélene M ., daughter of Peter and Eliza A. Le Gros, 1877-1888. And here
we cometo the grave of another couple who had very ill luck with their
children. Thetomb shows the names of the Viberts four sons: George
Christopher, 1899-1900, Kenneth Arthur, 1906-1906, Harold James, 1893-
1914, et Eugene Percival, 1903-1924, sons of Edward Joseph Vibert and
Bertha Sarah Suddard, hiswife. Further still, the grave of Mr Edward
Joseph Vibert himself statesthat he was born September 19, 1868, and
that hedied on July 1st 1941, while hiswife (née Suddard) was born
February 9 1869 and died on November 27, 1955. Jessie, wife of Claude
Vardon, isidentified as Tutor to Joan, 1906-1959, but nothing indicates
who Joan's parents where. Maybe a niece? And we finally cometo the
grave of my friend Harold Gosset Orviss, 1855-1951 and his wife, née
Josephine MacCartney, 1877-1951.

Before leaving Gaspé, | went to see father Michel Le Moignan, aroman
catholic priest of jersey descent. A charming young man! He had visited
Jersey while | was still there and on the point of leaving for Australia.
Father Le Moignan teachesin hischurch's Seminary in Gaspé, and he
greatly contributed to the creation of the Société Historique de la Gaspésie
(Gaspé Peninsula Historical Society), of which heis president. | myself
have the honor of being a member. The Société producesareview, the
Revue d' histoire de la Gaspésie, which is published every three months
and is highly interesting. Mr Arthur G. Le Gros, director for the Robins,
in Paspébiac, and successor to our old friend Mr Eugene Bouillon,
contributed an article on the story of Charles Robin in Gaspésie. the
articleisgreat given that Mr Le Gros had accessto CharlesRobin's
personal journal, the one he kept at the time he was working at building a
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life for himself in Gaspésie, in 1766. The Revue is published in French, but
Mr LeGros article, very well composed, iswritten in English.

Father Le Moignan received my brother and myself with all the marks of
respect and stayed with us, at our hotel, the better part of the evening, to
hear ustalk about Jersey, theland whereisgreat great grandfather,
Pierre Le Moignan, wasborn in 1837.

George Francis Le Feuvre
Jersey
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Sandy Beach

| was sad to leave Gaspé, but had to continue my tour of the Gaspé
Peninsula.

Coming to Sandy Beach, around eight miles south of Gaspé, | went
directly to the Anglican Church in Saint-Jean. Sandy Beach is evidently
the name of the place because of the sandy bay from which the provincial
gover nment oper ated a fishing establishment.

The church islocated on a high point, above the beach, and the view of

the bay of Gaspé is magnificent from the cemetery. With a good pair of
field-glasses, one can seethe house of Mr John Le Masurier, in Grande-
Greve, on the other side.

| don't believe there was ever many Jer seymen in Sandy Beach, but still
thereareafew buried in the cemetery.

Very near to the church itself, one can find the grave of my old friend
Francis James Alexandre Robert, born in Val dela Mare, in the parish of
St. Peter's, in Jersey. He was very young when he cameto work for the
Robinsasafarmer and ended up as postmaster in Gaspe. He went to
Jersey asa Canadian soldier, during WW1, in 1914, and visited again
later, bringing hiswife, a charming girl called Nita Muriel Williamson,
born in Gaspésie. Shedied fairly suddenly on November 28, 1954. He was
so saddened by the loss that he was never again up to hisold self and died
four yearslater, on November 7, 1958.

The Alexandresare buried there. Francis Alexandre, died May 31, 1913,
at the age of 83. Effie Greta Alexandre, died May 15, 1895 at the age of 2.
FeliciaM. Tripp, wife of Amos Alexandre, died at 55, in 1916.

All the names are spelled " Alexander" , but thereisno doubt in my mind
that they were Jersey-born or of Jersey decent.
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Therearetwo Robins: Lewis Robin, 1865-1957, and Evangeline Robin,
1871-1963. Therest are Gallichans: Mary Janet, 1886-1942, wife of John
Gallichan, and their son James L ance Gallichan, 1917-1938; Mary Ellen
Gallichan, wife of Hugh Thompson, died at the age of 33; Matthew
William Gallichan, 1861-1943, and Alice Jane Gallichan, wife of Peter
Lenfesty, died at the age of 82, in 1941.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Douglastown

To betotally frank, | have not, for along while, found any Jer seyman
along theroad. About twelve miles south of Sandy Beach, we arrivein
Douglastown, so called in honor of an English admiral of thetime. To my
knowledge, there are no Jerseymen or Protestant churchesin
Douglastown. | believe the population to rather be of Irish descent
because the priest, the Reverend Joseph Néllis, isIrish. | know him well.
A charming man. There apparently was aroman catholic mission, in this
place, along time ago. An article, in the Revue d'Histoire de la Gaspésie of
September 1964, written by Mr Serge Cotérelatesthe story of Father
Ferland's pastoral visit along the coast in 1836, and hisreport
establishing Douglastown as one of the best mission in the district of
Gaspésie, in respect to morality, its population being polite, intelligent
and religious.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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L'Anse-a-Brillant

A few milesfurther, always progressing south, we cometo Anse a
Brillant. | have always herd that Brillant was someone's surname. There
areno Jerseymen in Anse a Brillant nowadays, and | don't believethere
ever wasthat many, but there are Englishmen and Scotsmen. Thereisa
small Anglican church, a beautiful building dedicated to Saint-John;
mostly all the people buried in the cemetery, near the church, are Bairds
and Leggos. Baird is a Scottish name and the L eggos ar e from the county
of Cornouaillesin England.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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M albaie and Pointe-Saint-Pierre

Continuing southwar ds, we come to M albaie and to Pointe-Saint-Pierre,
32 milesfrom Gaspé. How many trips between these two villages have |
made when my old friendsthe Le Cocgs were still living! | know every
inch of theroad by heart!

Pointe-Saint-Pierrewas a port of some importance, many years ago.
Thereisagood wharf and there used to be a Robin fishing establishment
(thereisone still in Malbaig, close by). Therewas boat construction in
Pointe-Saint-Pierre. The" Dawn", a 168-ton brig built there, made the
crossing from Jersey to Paspébiac in 1901, with my father and mother
and John and Alice Le Cocq, on board, as well as my brothers Sydney
Geor ge and John Giffard.

Mr Leopold Godfray, who was harbourmaster in Gouray Village, in
Jersey, for many years, and who is blessed with a remarquable memory,
told methat the" Dawn" eventually ran aground, in Saint-Pierre-et-
Miquelon, and was wr ecked on that coast.

Pointe-Saint-Pierreisall but abandonned, today. The only activities come
from a small privatlely owned establishment where cod is processed for
exportation, and a little farm cultivated by two old far mers of the Pointe,
MrsBond and Mrs Packwood. So there are only three familiesthat live
there.

My good man Clarence Bond, octogenarian, islrish at heart. | have
heard it said that the Bond family was originaly, of French origin and
called " Bon", but | have my doubts becausethose | have met all have
characteristicsso very Irish. In any case, it isa family that has been
established in Gaspésie for more than 150 years, and, has started, along
time ago, integrating Jer sey traits, through marriages with Jer seymen.
Registersindicatethat a Marguerite Bond, born in Gaspe on July 10
juillet 1805, married Philippe Mauger, son of Pierre Mauger and Suzanne
L e Feuvre, from Jersey, on October 5, 1824, in Pointe-Saint-Pierre.
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Probably arelative of my grandmother Le Feuvre. My maternal
grandfather, PierreLe Feuvrewas married to Marie Mauger! According
to Father Ferland, an historian | have already mentioned, the Bondswere
of the founding families of Anse-au-Griffon.

Mr John Le Cocq and hiswife, who lived in Malbaie, near Pointe-Saint-
Pierre, weregreat friendsto Mr and MrsBond. Thetwo ladies are said to
have taken car e of the sick, at the time the population was lar ger.
Whenever someone was sick or if there was an expectant mother, it was
always one of these two women who cameto help and would take charge
of the needy person until the doctor'sarrival. Thereweren't many
doctorsaround in those days, so that the waiting was long whenever one
had to be called in.

Thelast timel saw MrsBond alive, a few years back already, she
inquired about Mr Philip Powell Le Feuvre, in Jersey. She always kept
fond memories of thetime shelived in his house when hewasin Gaspésie
for the Robins. He was char ming and behaved very much the gentleman
to her. It was my pleasure, then, to tell her that Mr Le Feuvre was still
alive and in perfectly good health considering his age.

Mr Clarence Bond, in hiseighties, is of proud bearing and has a son and
agrandson. Hefarms a few vrégies* of land in Pointe-Saint-Pierreand |
think hedoesa littletransport with histruck to increase hisrevenues.

* (Notefrom Tony L e Sauteur: avrégieisaland measure amounting to alittle
lessthan half an acre)

Mr Packwood, postmaster for the neibourhood, also tends a small farm. |
seem to recall hearing it said that hiswifeis of Jersey descent. In any
case, Mr Packwood has delt so much with Jerseymen that he has taken up
most of their characteristics!

Next door to Pointe-Saint-Pierre, Malbaie still harboured Jerseyborn
people, asrecently astwenty years ago. John and Alice Le Cocq, and
their son, Morris, lived there, and Mr Ernest Bertram was manager for
the Robins. In an articlewritten for a Jersey publication, called I'Bulletin
d' Quart d'An nunmétho 38 dé I' Assemblié d'Jerriais, | told some anecdotes
concer ning this man John and his good lady, a couple | have always
appreciated and visited, since they had made the voyage from Jersey to
Paspébiac with my own father and mother, on board the " Dawn" , in
1901. The only Jerseyborn people in Malbaie, nowadays, are in the Saint-
Pierre church cemetery. A beautiful wood building, a testimonial to the
Jerseymen who built it. Mr John Le Co, carpenter by profession, used to
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recall often that he had done a good part of theinterior framework asa
personnal contribution.

ThereareVibertsin Malbaie, descendants of Jersey people, who became
pilars of the church. These are, obviously part of the Vibertsfrom Les
Pallieresin St.Ouén, sincethey look like members of that family, like peas
in apod! All their life, they were benefactors of the church. A long time
ago, there also were Verdons and Esnons, and many other Jersey families.

The Le Cocqg residence, a wood house which he built himself, is still there
but isempty for the most part of theyear. A niece, née Le Mottée, who
residesin Québec, has enherited the property and goestherefor her
summer holidays. The house next door, property of Adolphe Le Mottée
(brother of MrsJohn Le Cocq) while he was still alive, remained empty
and in a bad state of disrepair, for many years. | realised that it had
finally colapsed.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Malbaie (Saint-Peter's Church)

Theinterior of the Saint-Peter Church iswell and respectfully designed.
The lar ge stained glass window, above the altar, on the east side, is a gift
from the following benefactors. John C. Becquet, the Walter J. Harquail
family, the families of Alfred Hotton, Charles Hotton, George C. Hotton
and Kenneth Hotton, the John L e Cocq family, and the families of
ThomasLe Gros, James L e Marquand, Obadiah Vardon and Amos
Vibert. It was given in memory of: Willo Irene Becquet, Eliasand Mary
Cadoret, Eric John and Jane Susan Ellis, Geor ge Philip Fauvel,
Winnifred R. Harquail, Alice Le Cocqg, Emily and John Le Gredey, Edith
Emily and John JamesLe Gros, Ansel Irwin, Arthur, Alva and Stanley
Ernest Lucas, and ThomasJ. Touzel. It isinteresting to note that the
name Hacquoil has now become Har quail!

Two commemor ative plagues areinstalled beside the main aisle, onein
memory of Clarence Hardeley Collas, who died in hisfather'shomein St
Mary, Jersey, on November 28 novembre, 1881, at the age of 25, and the
other in memory of Philip Bertram Fauvel, who died in the province of
Québec, in Sainte-Agathe-des Monts, on July 14, 1914, at the age of 19
years and 10 months.

The wooden framesthat served to announce the hymn to be sung are
dedicated to the memory of the children of Francisand IsabellalLe
Gredey.

The church candles were donated by Frederick Le Gros, Edward Philip
Hotton, Victoria Elizabeth Hotton, Mary Touzel, Mde. Amos Vibert,
Mde. William Syvret, Mde. William Hotton, Alva L ucas, Jackson
Vardon, Philip David Syvret, and " Private" Herbert Syvret, members of
the congregation. | mention all these namesto give you a better idea of
the Jersey familiesthat were around at the time.

Today, the names of the " Little Helpers', that appear in a corner of the
church where Sunday school isheld, give usa good idea of the
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descendants of these families, still in the area. Here they are: John
Vardon, Kim Touzel, HarrisVardon, Glen Syvret aswell as 17 children
named Girard. | have always heard say that the Girardswere a Guer nsey
family.

The cemetery isvast. Someyearsago, as| was passing by, | noted that it
seemed neglected and the grass needed to be mowed, but thissummer, it
was neat and well kept. Thefirst tombsvisited arethose of the Le Cocq
family and | photographed them in order to send printsto their niece and
nephew, Stanley and Elsie Amy (née le Cocq), at their store, in the Mont
Mado area of St John, Jersey. Threetombs, side by side, show the name
of John Frederick Le Cocq, who wasborn in Jersey in 1872, and died in
Gaspé, in 1953 or 1954, although the year of his death isnot mentionned;
hiswife, Alice Eméie LeMottée, born in Jersey in 1875 and deceased in
1950; their daughter Amelia, wife of Alfred Le Cocq (a cousin), who died
July 2 juillet 1919, at the age of 24 years and 10 months, and their son
MorrisJohn, born June 1903 and deceased March 9, 1961.

Morris, who was a brave lad, and took great care of his parentsthrough
their old age and many illnesses, dearly wanted to visit Jer sey:
unfortunately, he died before making that wish cometrue. One of his
greatest friends was Canon Alfred Stanley Le Moignan, minister of New
Carlide, and they wereto makethetrip together, in 1953, when the canon
died suddenly. Morris himself suffered from diabetes in those days, and
his condition prevented him from travelling.

Jersey people sure arenumerousin that cemetery! Here are the names of
those who have tombsthere: JamesLe Mottée, died in 1925 at 81 year s of
age, and hiswife Emélie Poingdestre, died in 1916, at 72. | am pretty sure
they wer e the parents of Alice Emélie Le Mottée, wife of John Le Cocqg.
And it wasther house | mentionned earlier as standing beside that of
John Le Cocq, the house having belonged later to their son Adolphus, and
that remained empty for atime before collapsing altogether. - LauralLe
Mottée, wife of Georgelrwin, died in 1911 at the age of 27 yearsand 8
months. - Joseph A. Le Mottée, 1918-1943.

And herearethe Lucases: Hilton E. Lucas, son of Walter, died at the age
of 12, in 1932. Agnes L ucas, widow of George Hotton, died in 1924 at the
ageof 75. - Ansal Irwin Lucas, 1914-1950, husband of Ethel Sweetman. -
Howard Duncan Lucas, 1882-1918. - Jane L ucas, wife of John Vardon,
1813-1866. - Elizabeth Lucas, wife of Alexander Duncan, 1847-1909, and
her husband 1837-1893. - Mary L ucas, wife of William Hunt, died in 1863
at 55 years of age. - Eliza Sophia L ucas, wife of Obadiah Lot Vardon,

file://ICJ/Sitesweb2/pil grimage/angaspe35.htm (2 of 5)20/11/2005 14:51:15



The last pilgrimage of a Jerseyman to the Gaspé Coast - Québec - Canada - Malbaie - Saint-Pierre's Church

1876-1956, and her husband, 1871-1951.

Thereisonly one Le Couteur grave: John Arthur Le Couteur from the
|sle of Jersey, died September 21 1875, at the age of 39. They died young
these Le Couteur in Gaspesie. The onethat was buried in the cemetery of
Saint-Paul church in Gaspé, Harold Adrian Le Couteur, died at the age
of 27!

Many Hotton graves can be found in this cemetery! Edward Hotton, died
December 5 1926, and his son Sydney, died October 17 1921. Their ageis
not mentionned. - Martha Hotton, died in 1920 at 19 years of age. - Maria
D., 1872-1940, wife of William Hotton. - F.H. Gasnier, husband of Ada
Hotton, 1863-1938. - Elizabeth Hotton, 1863-1946. - Sophie Hotton, 1885-
1946. - Elizabeth L awrence, wife of Edward Hotton, 1873-1957. -
Alphonse Le Gredey, husband of Edith Hotton, 1862-1951. - William
Duncan Hotton, 1862-1952. - Victoria (M other) Hotton, 1858-1946. -
George CharlesHotton, 1866-1944. - Ruth Hotton, 1928-1944. - Charles
Hotton, husband of Mary Johnson, 1875-1960. - Harold N. Hotton died in
1936 at the age of 27. - Guy G. Hotton, died in 1915 at 8 months. - John
Hotton, died in 1916 in his 90th year, and his wife Sophia Hayden, died in
1915, in her 79th year. - Willie, died in 1895, and Daniel, son of George
and Annie Hotton, died in 1897.

The Vibert family isalso well represented: Wilfred F. Vibert, died in
Coin-du-Banc in 1889, at the age of 20. - Peter Vibert, born in Jersey,
died in 1884, at 89. - Sarah Vibert, died in 1889 at 72. - May Vibert, wife
of Henry Marion, 1901-1951. - Joyce Vibert, 1925-1944. - Rupert John
Vibert, 1898-1940. - Douglas Geor ge Vibert, 1863-1882, son of Philip and
Frances Vibert. - And Elias, son of Peter Vibert, Senior, died in 1878 at
the age of 16 yearsand 7 months.

And the Le Marquands. JamesA. Le Marquand, 1880-1929, and his wife,
Effie Caldwell, 1881-19--. - Herbert CharlesLe Marquand, 1879-1925. -
Mary Ann Le Marquand, of Saint-Ouén, Jersey, wife of Thomas L e Page.
Her graveisold and theinscription so weathered that the dates are not
visible. - CharlesLe Marquand, 1849-1907, and hiswife, Alice Rosalie
Alexandre, 1850-1917.

And the Le Gredeys: Edith Emily Le Gresley, widow of John JamesLe
Gros, 1871-1945, and her husband, 1868-1923. - | sabella Victoria Le
Gredley, 1859-1927. - John Le Gresley, Esg., shopkeeper in Pointe-Saint-
Pierre, 1829-1877. - Philip Le Gresley, 1883-1953. - And Francis Stephen
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Le Gredey, 1849-1940.

Herewe find ourselvesin front of the Le Gros: Harold, son of John
James Le Grosand Edith Emily Le Gresley, hiswife, waskilled
accidentally in 1921 at the age of 9. - Henry Thomas, 1890-1900, and
Frederick, 1908-1929, sons of Thomas and Charlotte Le Gros. - Thomas
Alexandre Le Gros, 1871-1952. - Edith Maud L e Gros, daughter of John
LeGrosand Mary Annie Louisa Alexandre, who died in 1875 at 11
months and 14 days!

And the Syvret: James Syvret, 1924-1908. - George S. Syvret, 1911-1941. -
Helena M. Syvret, who died at 11 months of age. - William E. Syvret,
1868-1951.

Here we also find some Alexandres. They areidentified as being
Alexanders. | think that same habit isalso growing in Jersey! James
Alexander, 1801-1878, and hiswife Elizabeth Le Maistre, 1802-1888. -
Mary Annie Louisa Alexander, wife of John Le Gros, deceased in 1876 at
26 years of age.

And the Vardons: Marion Helen Dow, wife of Watson, 1900-1951. -
Nathan Jacob Vardon, 1874-1886.

And some Fauvels: George Arthur Fauvel, who died in 1893 at 11
months. - Henry William Fauvel, who died in 1896, 5 weeks old. - George
Philip Fauvel, 1849-1905.

And some Touzels: Susan H. Touzedl, wife of Ronald Girard, 1879-1949. -
Willo IreneT ouzel, wife of John G. Becquet, 1899-1949. - Mary
Robertson, wife of ThomasJ. Touzdl, 1865-1937.

And somelngrouvilles: Elizabeth Ann Ingrouville, 1848-1881, and her
sister Jane Maria, 1850-1881.

| mentionned that M. Packwood, postmaster of Pointe-Saint-Pierre, had
the salient featur es of a Jerseyman. Well! Hereis an explanation: |
located gravesin the name of Edward Packwood, 1826-1900, and his wife,
Mary Vibert, 1834-1929, aswell asthat of their son, Edward Packwood
Junr., 1862-1934, and hiswife, Mary Jean, 1882-1931!

A graveis marked in the name of John T. Cadoret, 1848-1923, and others
bear the names of David Misson, 1804-1879, and hiswife, Jane Element,
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1828-1908, and of Jane Susan Coutanche, 1859-1883.

Seeing so many monumentsto as many Jer seyborn people who died here,
so far from their own small nativeland, | can't help thinking that the
time will come, very fast now, when they will betotally forgotten. Astime
goes by and today's old Jer seymen accede to eternal rest, the younger
generations, in Jersey aswell as elsewhere around the world, forget that
the Gaspé Coast as been a worthy Jersey colony. They have so much on
their mindsthat, in the future, there will be no time for sentimental
reminiscing about these olden days.

George Francis Le Feuvre
Jersey
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Barachois

L eaving M albaie, we pass by the Robins fishing establishment and store,
on our left. Doing so, | thought of all the Jer seymen who worked therein
the past and are not in the cemetery. Et least one of the descendants of the
Vibert family, of Jersey, isin charge of the fishing establishment, a
dignified and responsible man.

Pursuing our routeto the south, we come to Belle Anse, a small bay of no
particular interest to Jer seymen (there are none established there). Four
to five milesfurther, we enter Barachois, a word meaning sandbar or
sandbank (the dictionary definesthisasaridge creating a small shallow
natural port), very characteristic of the bays of the Gaspé Peninsula.
Barachois was founded, around 200 year s ago and isa name | often heard
during my youth, with my father, aside the smith'searth, in St. Ouén. The
village was very well known to the Jer seymen of that time. Theview is
magnificent from Barachois. On one side, thereisthe sea with the Percé
rock and the island of Bonaventurein the distance, and right in front, the
cliffs of Percé and the mountain.

| have not met any Jer seymen in Barachois since Sir Arthur Ollivier,
born in St Brelade, who was manager of the Robins' store. Heisnow in
Paspébiac. Ledlie Le Gros, who kept shop during islifetime, was not from
Jersey. When the Le Cocq wer e still alive, Ledlie often spent the summer
at their placein Malbaie. He never married, and hissister kept house for
him. A brother, Rex Le Gros, livesin Leamington, in the province of
Ontario. Heismarried and has sons. When Lesliedied, on July 8, 1964,
the shop was sold and the Jer sey name disappear ed from the street
running acrossthevillage. The Robins' storeis still there, but thereare
no Jerseymen in it anymore.

At the west end of Barachois, thereisa beautiful little anglican church
dedicated to Saint-Paul the Apostle. In the cemetery, proof can be found
that Jer seymen and Guer nseymen wer e established here, long ago.
Getting the key to the church, | found that the guar dian was a charming
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person called Chicoine. That seemed a little bizarre since Chicoineisa
French Canadian surname, but Mrs Chicoineinsisted that she aswell as
her husband were Anglicans!

The Chicoinesarrived in the Gaspé Peninsula a long long time ago, and
the fact that there are Anglicans of that name may be dueto the fact that
they married people of Jersey origin. Therecords show that on October
30, 1803, Marguérite Chicoine, born in Gaspé on August 23 1781, was
married (in Percé) to Guillaume Sainte-Croix, born in Jersey! It isfunny
how all the clerksin the Gaspé Peninsula have persistently dropped the
de standing befor e the beautiful Jersey surname of Ste. Croix. A few years
ago, at Mr Bond'sin Pointe-Saint-Pierre, | met aroman catholic priest
called Father Ste-Croix and, while talking to him, | discovered that his
grandfather was a de Ste. Croix, born in Jersey.

In the cemetery of Saint-Paul's church, in Barachois-West, | found
tombstones commemor ating many Le Mesurier. Werethey from
Guernsey, or from Alderney?

My friend Leslie Le Gros, from Barachois, died in 1964 at the age of 59,
and restsin peace in the cemetery, without any tombstone for the
moment.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Coin-du-Banc

Coin-du-Bancisour next stop, at around ten miles south of Barachais.
For afew miles, theroad takes us along one of the most beautiful beaches
of the Gaspé Coast, at the foot of the mountain and of the cliffs of Perceé.

As Coin-du-Banc is sheltered by the mountain, the bay is often calm and
the beautiful sand of the beach reminds us of the baysin Jersey. It is aptly
named sinceit sits at the end of thelong sand bar that inspired the name
of Barachois.

Here we find descendants of Jer sey men and women, who have kinsin
Jersey: MrsWilliam Jean, born Eliza Jane Bower s, and her husband, live
here, and the Misses Cecilia and Lilian Bowers, sisters of Mrs Jean, come
here for the summer while stayingin Montreal for the winter. The Jeans
have a motel for thetourist trade during the summer in Coin-du-Banc,
and Mr Jean owns a small farm. The Misses Bowers are cousinsof Mr
John Bower of St Mary (Jersey) and of Mr Snowdon Bower from

L éoville, in Jersey's St Ouén.

| think thereare Viberts born in Coin-du-Banc, and still living there.
Directly at thefoot of the mountain, Saint-L uke's Anglican Church, small
but one of the most beautiful churchesin all of the Gaspé Peninsula,
stands like a sentry watching over the village.

Initssmall cemetery, most of the tombs have the name Vibert on them:
Edward Vibert, passed away on thefirst day of January 1913. - George
Vibert, 1842-1916, and Margaret Bunton, hiswife, 1856-1918. - Herbert
N. Vibert, M.M ., son of James and Emily Vibert, 1884-1925. - Elizabeth
Vibert, 1848-1910, wife of Henry Mabe. William Godfray Vibert, 1865-

1918, and Nancy Le Gredey, hiswife, 1882-1918. - James Vibert, 1857-

1928, and Emily Miller, hiswife, 1865-1905. - Philip Vibert, 1835-1910,

and Frances Cass, hisfemme, 1836-1896. - Peter M abe, 1829-1907, and

JaneVibert, hiswife, 1841-1911. - Mary Laura Beck, 1820-1902, wife of
William Vibert. - Lilian Mabe, 1890-1942, wife of Sydney G. Vibert.
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Mrs Jean always maintained that the M abes (pronounced juste like the
english word «maybe») wer e of Dutch origin and that they lived in France
before coming to the Gaspé Coast, leaving France at the time when
protestants wer e per secuted in that country.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Per cé

On a short distance of two or three miles, we had to go over a high mountain to get to
the Coin-du-Banc, in Percé. Theroad isbordered by steep land. It iswell paved but the
curves aretreacherous, whereit hugsthe cliffs. Theview at the top, looking down on
Percé, isbreathtaking. Therock that givesthecity itsnameisvisiblein itsentirety,
1565 feet in lenght, 300 feet in width, 154 feet high in itslowest section and 290 feet at
its highest point. At one end of therock, a large hole piercesitsstructure, nearly as
high astherock itself and curved into an arch.

An articleby Mr Serge C6té in the Revue d'Histoire de la Gaspésie, informs usthat
Father Ferland, on is parish visits of 1836, noted that the rock had two openings, at the
time. In an article published in L'bulletin d'1963 d'La Société Jersiaise, Miss
Marguerite Syvret, B. A., claimsthere werefour in 1675, but that in 1812, only the two
that were still visibleto Father Ferland in 1836, were left. In 1845, the arch fell, and the
part that was left standing isnow a smaller rock on the side.

The priest also mentionsthat cod fishing as well as preparation and sale of cod were
all, in 1836, under therule of three big Jer sey commercial families. Robin, Janvrin &
Buteau, and L e Boutillier. Apparently, M. Le Boutillier'sright hand was French-
Canadian. The name Buteau does not seem to meto be a Jer sey name.

Percé was said to be a commercial center, along time ago. It seemsthat it isin Percé
that, in 1659, Monsignor de Laval, first bishop of Nouvelle France, held hisfirst mass
in Canada. Evidently, there was much animation around Per cé, in those days. The
already mentionned Revue d' Histoire de la Gaspésie reportsthat the next bishop,
Monsignor de Saint-Vallier (1653-1726), in a" Circular Letter" written during hisvisit
to Percé, on August 4th 1686, warned his congregation that he thought it was
scandalousthat the inn was mor e popular than the church and that spiritswere given
to Indians! At that time, the " savages' (asthe Indianswere called), probably from the
Micmac tribe, apparently lived around the French village and traded with the
villagers. It issaid that spiritswould makethe Indiansmad. A law was later adopted to
stop innkeepeer s and anybody selling or giving Indians any alcohol.

Per cé was always of special interest to my family, asmy grandparentslived therefor a
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while. My father, who had been a blacksmith for the Robinsin Paspébiac, eventually
settled in Percé where he started his own business, a blacksmith shop he opened with
another Jerseyman called Le Breton. Later on, he moved to Ottawa and the whole
family settled in the capital city. My brother Sydney went to school in Percé; my
brother John was probably too young to go to school at the time, and my brother Percy
Charleswas born in Percé, hence his name.

Thefirst timel visited Perce, there wer e still some Jerseymen there. It wasin 1926 or
1927. Therewas an old man in his seventies, Mr Charles Biard (1856-1936), that ran a
cod fishing business. He was a very good businessman and he had two or three sonsto
help him. He also had a store and kept some cabinsfor thetourists. One of hissonsis
still alive, and the grandson runsthe restaurant.

Another Jerseyman that | found therewasthe old man Bower, uncle of the Misses
Bower and of MrsJean, of Coin-du-Banc.

Mr Abner Bisson, who died in Jersey two or three yearsago, wasthe owner of the
Percé Rock House, the best hotel in Percé at the time, but Percé has become (like
Jersey) amecca for tourists now, with plenty of hotels and boarding houses. Mr
Abner'shotel isnow run by Watson Bisson, one of Abner'ssons, to hisfirst wife, Mary
Ann Biard who died in 1923, at the age of 43 years, and who was the daughter of the
above mentionned Charles Biard.

The manager of the Robin establishment was Mr. Herbert Philip Renouf, born in
Jersey in 1878. It so happened that | was on the Gaspé coast when he died in 1959, in
Paspébiac.

Last summer, when | wasin Percé with my brother Sydney, | visited Mr Dumar esg
Valpy, who used to go to school with Sydney in Per cé when he was young. He bearsthe
name of hisfather, Dumaresq Valpy, born in Jersey, in 1848, and lost at seain 1890. |
did not haveto talk very long with him to discover that the Valpy family was old Jer sey
stock. Another schoolmate of Sydney, Reginald Tuzo, later became Percé€' s postmaster.
The Tuzo family are good people and well educated. They cameto the Gaspé coast
from Bermuda, but | alwaysthought that they originally belonged to the Touzeau
family, probably from Guernsey. Reginald Tuzo died in Ottawa, in 1964. He was
married to Mrsirene Le Marquand (1900-1953), the daughter of EliasJohn Le
Marquand, brother of judge Samuel James L e Marquand who was a constable at St.
Peter and ajudge at the Royal Court.

It wasin Percé, in one of the fishing boats of Mr. Charles Biard, that | went cod fishing
for thefirst timeand that | caught half a dozen nice specimens. One had to go quite far
away from the shore as cod fishing isdone at a depth of 120 feet. Herring isused as
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bait. | got tolike cod. In Jersey we ateit dried and salted, when | was young, but, in
Gagspésie, it iseaten fresh and it isdelicious. How many timesdid MrsAliceLe Co fry
me some cod, at Malbaie, when | went to visit her!

| alwayswent to the wharf of the Robins' fishing establishment when the fishermen
camein with their boat loads of cod. | would buy ten to twenty pounds of thefish, cut
open, all cleaned up, with no heads, and they would end up in the frying pan, 15
minuteslater. Now, that makes me drool, just thinking about it!

The anglican church in Percéisdedicated to Saint-Paul the Apostle. It isbuilt on the
the city's heights and, from the cemetery, there is a beautiful view of the town, the
Percé Rock and of Bonaventureisland. There are many Jerseymen in the cemetery.
The church iswell cared for, even if the number of anglicansdying in Percéisgrowing
smaller, each year. It isaworthy testimony of devotion and faithfulness, and as much
can be said of many other anglican congregations along the coast.

Thereisasmall and very old cemetery near the shore, besidesthe Percé Rock House
hotel, which was abandonned many year s ago, when the actual church was built. For
thefirst time, | went to seethe gravesthat werethere. Two or three were still there last
summer. Therel found a Mr du Val, who probably was of the familly of that name
who lived on Bonaventure lsland for around a hundred years. Peter John du Val, born
in Jersey, died after a short but painfull sickness, on July 23, 1835, at the age of 41. The
other gravein that old cemetery commemor ates Joseph S. Tuzo Esq., born in the
Bermudas, 1791-1843, and iswife Mary, 1794-1852.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Per cé (Saint-Paul's Church)

Thewall memorialsin the church'smain aisle are dedicated to the
memory of, among others, Major Joseph Tuzo Gibaut, " 1st Canadian
Mounted Rifles', 1891-1942. Of lieutenant Alfred Philip Gibaut, " 10th.

| nfantry Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force", killed in action, at
Vimy Ridge, on April 8 1917, at the age of 21. Of Ethel and Herbert
Renouf. Of Elizabeth and Richardson Tardif. Of the L enfesty family, who
had been part of this congregation for morethan a hundred years, 1862-
1962. Of William CharlesBiard, 1883-1961. And of Nora Ellen Biard,
1895-1959.

When | saw lieutenant A.P. Gibaut's memorial, stating he waskilled
during the Vimy Ridge Battle, on April 8, 1917, | felt grateful to be alive,
because | was of that battle myself! | knew Ethel and Herbert Renouf.
Their nameswill come up again later in thelist of Jersey people, in the
cemetery. The Tardifswerefrom St Peter Port, in Guernsey. And the
wife of M. Dumaresqg Valpy isalso from Guernsey.

The cemetery iswell supervised, and kept clean asa whistle. It harbours
good old Jersey families. Hereisa member of the Orange family: Daniel
Orange, of Jersey, died in Québec City, on November 6, 1877, at 43 years
and 8 months. He worked for the Robinsfor nearly 30 years, the last
three yearsasrepresentative for the whole of the Gaspé Peninsula, and he
had expressed the wish to be buried here! And hereisa member of thede
Quetteville family: Clifford Nicolle de Quetteville, 1862-1928, and Julie
Vibert Tuzo, hiswife, 1862-1934. The Valpy family: Dumaresq Valpy,
born in Jersey on March 3, 1848 and buried at sea, on May 20, 1890.
Drusilla Tuzo, 1867-1917, wife of Dumaresq Valpy. Marjorie Tuzo Valpy,
wife of Reverend S. Radley Walters, 1888-1937. - L ottie Dumaresq Valpy,
1889-1927, wife of A. Neil Somerville. - And Edward Le Montais Valpy,
1886-1958.

Hereisthe Biard family. | have known most of them: Charles Biard,
1856-1936, and M ary Butlin, hiswife 1861-1939. Their daughter Mary
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Ann Biard, wife of Abner Cartwright Huélin Bisson; she died in 1923, at
43 yearsof age. Their son William Charles Biard, 1883-1961, and his
wife, Nora Ellen Fitzgerald, 1895-1959. Ernest Biard, 1893-1933. And
CharlesLeBasBiard, 1896-1961.

The Gibauts: Francis Gibaut, born in Gouray Village, in Jersey, on
September 25 1844, died in Québec City on August 8, 1921, and his small
child, Victor John. - Janet L ouisa Gibaut, 1884-1961, wife of FrancisE.
Agnes (a charming lady that | knew well. Mr Agneslivesin Paspébiac). -
Alice Louisa Tuzo, 1854-1947, wife of Francis Gibaut.

The Maugers: John Henry Mauger, son of Sophia Mauger. The dates
inscribed arethefollowing: born 1875, died 1825! M ost probably a one
digit mistake: the demise should probably be dated 1925. Arthur W.
Mauger, 1880-1944, of Bonaventure Island, and Mary Ann Maria du Val,
1888-1959, and their son Arthur F., 1929-1941.

The Hamons:. Philip Syvret Hamon, born in St Ouén, Jersey, on April 21,
1852, died in Truro, Nova-Scotia, June 14, 1927, and hiswife, Eva Stowe
Tuzo, 1865-1947. Helen Marie Hamon, wife of Philip Harold Hamon,
born in Saint-John, New-Brunswick, in 1889, died therein 1949.

The Jeans. John Francis Jean, born in Jersey in 1825, died in Cannes-de-
Roches (a small hamlet, part of Percé), in 1871, and Elizabeth Bragg, his
wife, 1832-1871. John Jean, died in 1877, at 79 years and 4 months.

TheLeBruns: FrancisLeBrun, 1825-1903, and Susan de Carteret, his
wife, 1829-1913, born in Jersey, and their children Adam Le Brun, 1862-
1866, Adela Mr Le Brun, 1868-1869, and Douglas de Carteret Le Brun,
1866-1913, who isburied in Kenora, Ontario.

There are also many other familieshere: Jane E. Le Breton, widow of
William Newbury, 1863-1912. Shewas born in Percé and died in Magpie,
a placethat | am not familiar with. Her husband, born in Winbor ne,
England, in 1856, died in 1889. Irene Le Marquand, wife of Reginal Tuzo,
1900-1953, born in Newport, daughter of Elias John. Her husband isnow
buried at her side. Hedied in 1964. Percy Nicolle, 1886-1894. His

tomb was erected by Frederick and Rachel Nicolle. Peter John du Val,
born at Bonaventure lsland in 1842, died in 1929, Susan L enfesty, his
wife, 1845-1897, and their children Grace, John et Percival, who all died
in infancy. Francis Esnouf, born in Jersey, only son of Francisand Mary
Esnouf. Hedied in Grande-Rivierein 1882, in his 29th year. James M.
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Remon, 1825-1904. Her bert Philip Renouf, born in Jersey, 1878-1959,
and Ethel Scott Lindsay, hiswife, 1881-1956. The children of Thomas and
Jane LeDain, all died young, in 1825. Philip Vibert, 1805-1825, son of the
now departed Reverend John Vibert, garrison chaplain at Aurigny.
Henry Le Gresley, 1840-1863, son of captain John Le Gresley, of Jersey.
Susan Maria Thorp, 1845-1865, wife of Philip Le Boutillier, Esg., and
Elizabeth Mary L e Breton, 1860-1939, wife of Francis Bower 1857-1945.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Bonaventure | sSland

Although | have circled Bonaventure | sland and seen it from a boat, |
have never set foot on itsshores. It isnearly three milesfrom Percé by
boat. Its north shore, facing the Atlantic, ishigh and steep, just likethe
coast along the north road of Saint-John, and its cliffs are white and
constitute a bird sanctuary. There are hundreds of thousands of birds,
seamews, small penguins, puffins, northern gannets, seagulls, etc.

On its side facing the continent, the island dips and flattens nearly to sea
level, and all the houses areclearly visible. There are not many. A family
named du Val lived therefor many years, but | don't know if Mr Willie
du Val, mentionned in Miss Syvret'sarticle, published in the L'Bulletin
d'La Société Jersiaise, is still there. | seem to have heard it said that
nobody was living there on a permanent basis, all year long. Miss Syvr et
mentions a family called Cody (L e Caudey) as beeing still there when her
article waswritten, a couple of yearsago. That is of great interest to me
because of the genealogical research | have been doing for Colonel
Buffalo Bill Cody'sfamily, descendants of the L e Caudey. Registers from
the Gaspé Peninsula mention a James Cody married on Bonaventure
Island, on April 28, 1844, to Marguerite Mulmichael. They had three
children: Adelaide (1845), Héléne (1847), James Xavier (1849). A John
Cody married Anne Lemieux and they had a boy, Francois, who died in
1840. There areother Codys: Patrick (1838) and Peter, who died in 1853
at 87 yearsof age, both married Irish girls. They had children, all born
before 1840, and thereisno clue hinting of a Jersey parentagein their
family. | have often asked these people where | could find Codys and |
was alwaystold that they were dead or had left for the Coast.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Cape Cove

Out of Percé, we drive straight south for about ten miles until
Anse du Cap (Cape Cove), by way of Anse a Beaufils. | was never
able to discover the name or identity of this son-in-law
(translation of the french word "beau fils") who gave this small
bay its name. A beautiful little harbour, but | don't know of any
Jersey people still living there. The last one there, to my
knowledge, was the good Alfred Le Cocq, cousin of John Le
Cocq, from Malbaie, and his daughter Amelia's husband. She died
young. Alfred was remarried. He died two or three years ago, past
80 years old.

There were quite a number of Jersey peoplein Anse du Cap (Cape Cove),
a few year s ago, but no descendant can be found today.

The cape, refered to in the name Anse du Cap, is, in fact, the Cap d' Espoir
(Cape Hope), a name which issaid to have been given by Jacques Cartier
himself. As| may already have mentionned, the names of people and
places found on headstones, in anglican churches cemeteries, have mostly
been anglicized. In this case, the funny thingisthat | have seen Cap

d Espoir anglicized to Cape Despair - the exact opposite of itstrue
meaning which, in fact, translatesto : Cape of Good Hope.

Saint-James anglican church, in Anse du Cap (Cape Cove), isone of the
biggest that | have ever seen along the coast, probably becausethereis
nonein Grande-Riviére, four milesfurther. It isthereforethe only
church from Percéto Chandler, a distance of 23 miles.

In thiscemetery restsour old friend Charles Powell, from La Pointe, of
Vinchelez, in St Ouén. He has his own spot and, on his headstone, the
inscription isin french, one of the only onesto be so. | trandateit for you
word for word: " Charles Powell, died March 12, 1952, at 85 year s of age.
Husband of Marie Boutin". Charlesis one of those Jer seymen who
married a French Canadian but who was not a turncoat : heremained,
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all islife, atrue anglican and Freemason. | visited him in 1949, three
year s beforeis death, and hisbeard reminded me of the old men in St.
Ouén, when | wasakid. On thislast visit, he asked meloads of questions
about his nephew Philippe, and hisold friend Harry Le Boutillier. His
nephew had sent him a photo of himself in front of the housein La Pointe,
and had made him very happy, in hisold days. He had ten children, but
of these only four were boys and none survived. When hiswife died, he
went to live with one of his daughterswho had ten children, of her own!
All hisdaughterswere married to French Canadians.

Hereisagravethat statesthe erroneoustranslation of Cap d'Espoir:
George Gaudin, born in Jersey in 1842 and died in " Cape Despair" in
1901; Mary Ann Beck, hiswife, " of Cape Despair" 1839-1898, and their
son Charles P.S. Gaudin, 1876-1877. Other names can be found. Captain
Francis Philip Savage, born in Jersey, 1841-1893. The Honourable
Thomas Savage, M .L.C. (probably a member of the L egislative Council),
died in 1887, at the age of 79; his grave was offered and payed for by
many friends" who had not forgotten hiskindness on their behalf" . -
Sophia, wife of Charles Savage, wasborn in Jersey in St Mary, 1834-
1862. - Charles Savage, John's son, was born in Jer sey, 1799-1869;

" Goodbye to my dear parents' werethe only words on the headstone,
written in French, — the beginning of one of the prayersin " La
Nourriture del'Ame" ; Elizabeth Savage, born in St Mary, in Jersey, 1813
1866. - Charles N. Savage, 1823-1915, and Elizabeth Mahan, hiswife,
1831-1917. - And Philip J. Savage, 1866-1935.

Herearethe Viberts: John Peter Vibert, 1848-1871, and Mary
Magdalene, his 21 year old sister. - Philip J. Vibert, 1850-1907, and his
wife, Eliza, 1860-1914.

And the Tostevins: James T ostevin, 1861-1926, and Elizabeth L enfesty,
hiswife, 1861-1951. - Lilian Jane Tostevin, 1898-1919. - John James
Tostevin, 1884-1922. - Harold Danidl Tostevin, 1895-1912.

Other headstones give usthe names of: Percy Charles John de Gruchy, O.
B.E., E.D., bornin Jersey, 1880-1953, hiswife, Eva Baker, 1879-1946, and
their sons Wallace George, who died at 3 months, and Charles James
Gerald, 1913-1914. - Charlesde Gruchy, born in Jersey, 1853-1908,
worked for the Robinsfor a great many years. - Elias Daniel L enfesty,
husband of |da Ethel Le Gredley, 1873-1919. - Emily Mahan, wife Elias
Daniel Lenfesty, 1876-1909. - Fanny L orence Mallet, wife of Frank A.
Aubin, wasborn in Jersey in 1862, and died in Grande-Rivierein 1893,
and her husband, Francis Alfred Aubin, born in Jersey in 1859 and died
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in 1919. - Philip Mercier, 1859-1938, and hiswife Eliza Jane T ostevin,
1870-1947.

The Dumaresq family isalso represented here: Daniel Dumaresq, 1847-
1903, and Martha L enfesty, hiswife, 1847-1920. - Clément Dumar esq,
1868-1939, and hiswife Grace A. Mahan, 1874-1921. - Daniel Dumaresq
Senr., born in Jersey, died in 1894 at the age of 78 yearsand 5 months,
and hiswife Judith Lenfesty, 1828-1915. - R. Dumar esq, wife of Alfred
W. Le Grand, 1848-1886.

And herearethelLeGrands. GeorgeE. Le Grand, died in 1884. - Charles
D. LeGrand, 1889-1914. - Esther Mary Le Grand, 1881-1937. - Alfred W.
Le Grand, born in Jersey, 1845-1946, and his wife Elizabeth M.
Dumaresq, 1864-1952.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Grande-Riviere

Back on theroad to Cape Cove, heading west, we hold that direction until
M atapédia, wherethe bordersof what is called Gaspésie start, going all
the way north to Sainte-Flavie. Four miles before Cape Cove, we come to
Grande-Riviére, where thereisafishing establishment, property of the
Robins, but, nowadays, no Jer seyborn can be found here.

M. Charles Powell, who worked for the Robinsall hislife, was, for along
time, the man in charge of the cod drying operations, here; here, he
raised hisfamily and, here, hedied.

Grande-Riviére has been thriving for at least 150 years. Mr Coté, in the
Revue d'Histoire de la Gaspésie, informsusthat Father Ferland praised it
asearly as 1836: " Here prevails a wealth that we don't find even in
therichest parish in thedistrict of Québec — Theland isfertile, and easy
to improve with the heaps of cod heads rotting next to the sea-snails.”

That wasworthwhilefertilizer! | feel for those who had to spread the
stuff during the summer! | had occasion to sample the odour on the
wharf, in Malbaie, and it's enough to poison anybody!

The " HGOtel du Bonnet Bleu", in Grande-Riviére, isowned by a
descendant of a Jersey family, MrsLandry, née Mauger. Her father was
a Mauger from Jersey, who wasfired by the Robinsfor marrying a
French-Canadian.

| stayed at the hotel many timesand ate Mrs Landry'swonder full stew of
fried cod. MrsLandry iscomely and very interested in Jersey. She has
relativesin Ste Mary.

Mr Francis Jean, from L éoville, in St.Ouén, lived in Grande-Riviere for
many years, in the house of another Jerseyman, Mr Renouf, who has left
usfor better pastures. Mr Jean isstill in excellent health but | don't know
where he now resides.
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Thereisno protestant church or cemetery here. Jersey people who died
in Grande-Riviereare buried in the Cape Cove cemetery or anywhere
elsethey had family.

George Francis Le Feuvre
Jersey
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Pabos and Chandler

Going on towar ds the west, one comes to Pabos, six milesfrom Grande-Riviere, and to
Chandler, alittlefurther.

Theword Pabosisof Micmac origin and means" Calm water pond" . Pabosis a fishing
port and a centrefor the wood industry. The town of Chandler, isnamed in honor of
an american from Philadelphia who built a large pulp and paper mill there, in 1904.
Next door Pabos supplieswood for the mill, and its growth has very nearly engulfed
the village.

In the Revue d'Histoire de la Gaspésie, Mr Serge Cotétellsof Father Ferland who, in
1836, describes Pabos as being an area of some importance, in those days, because it
could boast of eight Irish familieswho produced potatoesfor the fishermen on the
coast.

According to one of the books of the Gaspé Fishing and Coal Mining Co., an official
registry closed on July 29, 1858, entitled " Cadastre abr égé de la Seigneurie de Grand
Pabos, appartenant a la Gaspé Fishing & Coal Mining Co", and published in the
aforementioned Revue d'Histoire Volume 2 number 4, of the 125 listed owner s of
concessionsin this Seigneurie, there where only three who could be considered
Jerseymen: Thomas C. Remon, Robert Mauger, and Daniel Pinel.

In 1858, MM James and Thomas Remon where merchantsin Pabos and the L and
Registry had been entrusted into their carefor inspection by the holders of manorial or
rateable status, which indicates how trustworthy they where considered by the
authoritiesin those days.

The James Remon mentioned in theland registry is probably the James M. Remon
who died in 1904, at the age of 79, and isburied in the St Paul Church cemetery in
Per cé.

Thereisasmall anglican church in Chandler, dedicated to St George, but thereisno
protestant cemetery.
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Thetown isone of thelargest and most important on the coast, most probably because
of the activity associated to the mill. | know of no Jer sey people who live, nowadays, in
Pabos or Chandler.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Newport

Ten mileswest of Chandler, one comesto Newport, a beautiful little
fisning town aswell asa center for the wood industry. The name of
Newport was given by the British loyalistswho cameto live here after the
Americans had won their independence war .

Newport cliffsarevery high, towering around 1500 feet above sea level.

Newport was always of special interest to me becauseit iswherejudge
Samuel JamesLe Marquand'stwo brothers, MM Ernest Philip and Elias
John Le Marquand had their shop. Judge FrancisVibert Le Feuvre, was
their attorney in Jersey, and | would often encounter their namesin his
books during thetime | was his secretary while he was constable of St
Peter's. Their shop ismanaged by French Canadians, now.

Thenicelittle anglican church of St Peter'sin Newport isnow closed and
abandoned.

It was a sad sight, on my visit. | asked two or three peopleif they knew
who had the key, but nobody knew. Their are no anglican or protestant
familiesaround to keep it in good repair. Two or three window-panes
wer e broken in the stained-glass windows, the building wasin dire need
of a good coat of paint and the cemetery looked neglected.

A quick look at the gravesisenough to demonstrate that MM Ernest
Philip and Elias John Le Marquand wer e pillars of thechurch. Theirsare
thefirst gravesvisible. They both passed away at the age of 63. It seems
to meto beyoungto die, but that may be because | myself am 10 years
older!

Elias John, born in Jersey in 1855, died in 1918. Hiswife, Malilda
Blampied, who died in 1931, was born in 1859. Their oldest son, Elias
Percival, died in 1888 at the age of 5 months, and isburied in the St
Peter's Church cemetery, in Paspébiac, which makes methink that the
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two Le Marquand brothersstarted their career working for the Robins
before striking out, on their own, in Newport. Two mor e of their children,
Lewis Elias, who died, in 1899, 16 months old, and Hazel 1902-1903, are
buried here. Two mor e sons, Adolphus Stanley, 1889-1890, and Clarence,
1894-1895, are buried in the St James Church cemetery in Port-Daniel.
As| have already mentionned, their daughter Irene (1900-1953), wife of
Reginald Tuzoisburied in the St Paul Church cemetery, in Percé.

Ernest Philip Le Marquand, born in Jersey in 1862, died in 1925. | think
that hiswifeis still living, but | don't have the honour of being
acquainted. The eldest of their sons, Ernest John, 1892-1955, and his wife,
Margaret Myrtle MacPher son, 1895-1935, are buried the St Andrew
United Church of Canada cemetery, in Port-Daniel. Three more of their
sons, Gordon (husband of Mary Huntington), who died in 1964, at the age
of 66 yearsand 6 months, Jeffrey, 1906-1943, and Victor Samuel, who
died in 1911 (hisage is not mentionned on the tombstone), are buried
herein Newport.

Edgar Le Marquand, son of Elias John, hastwo children buried here
also: Edgar Gerald 1917-1918, L orne Nelson, 1918-1918. On another
tombstone, thereisthe name of |da L eola M ar ett, a grandaughter of Elias
John. She was daughter to CharlesMarett and Ida Le Marquand,
daughter of Elias John, and shedied in 1918 at the age of 3 months. |
think Mr Marett and hiswife now live in the United States, in Dover, New
Hampshire. Maud, another of Elias John's daughters, iswifeto Harold
Le Gredley (grandson of captain " Black Jack") who residesin Gaspé.

The only gravein thislittle cemetery that does not commemor ate a
member of the Le Marquand family, isthat of Jerseyborn P.J. Vincent,
who died here, in 1913, at 18 years of age. He probably worked in Elias
John and Ernest Philip Le Marquand's shop.

Their brother, judge Samuel James, had also left Jersey at a young age. |
don't know if he started his career in Gaspésie, but by the time he
returned to Jersey, he had madeisfortunein New York, where he had
become one of the VIPs of the " Pullman Company"” , the American
Sleeping-Car Company.

| could not leave thislittle cemetery without thinking that | wasleaving a
little bit of Jersey behind, but that can probably be said of most of the
anglican or protestant cemetery in the Gaspé peninsula.
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| believethereisachancethat the church will one day be relocated
(whole or in parts). | seem torecall hearing New Richmond could be the
siteof therelocation. | hopeit will be so. It would be too sad to see this

church fall in ruins.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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L 'Anse-aux-Gascons

Seven or eight mileswest of Newport, we come to L' Anse-aux-Gascons, at
the mouth of Baie des Chaleurs. | never knew the origin of the name but
it would belogical toimaginethat a Gascon, a French from the Gascogne
area in France, wasthefirst to establish himself there. M. Serge Cété
tellsusthat in 1836, Father Ferland saw, there, the only bridge he ever
set eyeson in all of the Gaspé Coast. It issaid that jasper and cor nelian,
mineralsthat locals call " Gaspé stones', can be found among the rocks
lying on the shore. Theearth isrich in these parts, and a good number of
farmsdot the landscape. And one can probably also count on the fishing.

| found members of the Ahier family in the cemetery of the Anglican
church of St Phillip, in L'Anse-aux-Gascons. There probably were some
also, in the roman catholic cemetery. A French Canadian genealogist once
said to methat the Ahier families came from to distinct stocks: one,
catholic, from Carleton, the other, protestant, from Port-Daniel. Why is
really no mystery. In registers of the Gaspé Peninsula, we find that
Gédeéon Ahier, son of Jean Ahier and Jeanne Esnouf, of St Helier, Jersey,
married twice: afirst timeon July 26, 1807, in Carleton, to Victoire
Painchaud, sister of Father Charles-Francois Painchaud, parish priest of
Carleton (1806-1814) and founder of the College de Sainte-Anne-de-la-
Pocatiere, and a second time, alsoin Carleton, to Rose Ber ger on dit
d'Ambroise. Father Painchaud was certainly not going to permit isown
sister to marry in anything but a roman catholic church! And that is how
the catholic side of the family was founded!

Another Ahier, Philippe, was also married twice, and was converted to
the roman catholic faith, on his second marriage. The registers show that,
at 33, on May 3rd 1840, herenounced hisfaithhe renounced hisfaith to
marry Rose Dugay in Port-Daniel on May 4th. Hisfirst marriage (date
not mentioned) wasto Genevieve Chedore. It is said that the Chedores
wer e good Jer sey stock and Anglicans. | used to wonder, on seeing that
name all around the graveyard, how French Canadians had cometo rest
in an anglican cemetery! And then, to my surprise, a man who had seen
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Sydney and me go in the church cameto talk to usand infor med us that
his name was Chedor e, and that he was the watchman of the church and
cemetery. That'show | learned that he was anglican and had always been
told that the Chedor e family had come from Jer sey.

Apparently, the Chedor es have been established on the Gaspé Coast for
120 years. In the already mentioned publication Revue d' Histoire de la
Gaspeésie, Mrs MacWhirter tellsthe story of the shipwreck of the
Colbourne, a 350 tons ship from Hull, England, that sank in the bay very
near to L'Anse-aux-Gascons, and disclosed that, during the night of
October 15 1838, a man called Chedor e helped rescue the only 12 people
who survived the ordeal, of the 55 originally aboard. He had a daughter
called Isabella, who married a man called Acteson, one of the survivors
rescued by her father. They arethe ancestor of many of the Actesons
living in Gaspésietoday.

| also found that somebody called Ahier married a Genevieve Chedore
before 1840. There are gravesin the namesof: Philip Acteson, 1848-1937,
husband to Grace L e Gallais, 1864-1949; Peter Philip M ourant, 1845-
1879, husband to Ann Acteson, and of their daughter Beatrice M aud
Martha, passed away in 1879 at the early age of 4 months.

And we cometo the Ahier who remained Anglicansand are buried here:
Albert Ahier, 1877-1937, Annie B. Chedor e, hiswife, 1887-1962, and their
children Lilian, 1917-1921, Harold Maynard , 1921-1925, and P. Elmer,
1908-1921. William Ahier, 1873-1896. Eliza Almond, 1837-1931, wife of
Philip Ahier, and their oldest son, James Edmund, 1868-1895. And Grace
Lillie Ste. Croix, 1881-1917, wife of Ernest W. Ahier. Apparently, the
Ahier children werenot very robust. They all seem to die young.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Port-Daniel

Now, we leave L 'Anse-aux-Gascons behind and head for Port-Daniel, six
milesfrom here. Daniel isthe name of a French navigator in the days
when Samuel de Champlain (1567-1635), founding father of Québec, was
governor of Canada, for the French King. A brother of Daniel's was one
of those roman catholic missionnaries who wer e tortured by the indians.

Port-Daniel isone of the Gaspé peninsula’'s main fishing centers, and the
river of the same nameisrenowned for itsabundancein salmon. Father
Ferland (accordingto Mr Serge Coté, in La Revued' Histoire dela
Gaspésie) wrotethat in 1836, there were 25 to 30 families established
here, and that trade was prosper ous namely for wood and limestone.

On our way, we stopped at the St. Andrew United Church of Canada, and
found, in the cemetery, ten or twelve graveswith Jersey names. Hereis
onethat | have already mentionned: the son of Ernest Philip Le
Marquand, Ernest John (1892-1955) and hiswife, Margaret Myrtle

M acPher son (1895-1935). And then there's Susan AmeliaLe Grand, 1877-
1935, and her husband, Arthur Lawrence, 1874-1952. Jeanne L e Gallais,
1929-1943. Agnes L awrence, 1883-1918, wife of Philip Le Gallais. John de
Sainte-Croix, 1848-1918. And Francis Le Gallais, 1870-1938, and hiswife
Jessie, 1873-1954.

The Lawrences could have been the L aurens from Jer sey, but nobody
was ever ableto confirm it clearly.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Port-Daniel (Saint-James Church)

Saint-James Anglican Church looks good and iswell cared for. Inside,
memorial plaquesrecall Jersey names. At least two Bissons, Thomas
Clair and George, werevictims of World War |. Candles, electric
nowadays, arelit in memory of Herbert, Cornelius and Annie Jour neau.
The Journieaux have, very often, dropped thefinal " x" to their names,
and that spelling can be found on most of thetombsin the cemetery,
which isamodel of orderliness. Membersof the" Altar Guild" are: Mrs.
Milton and Har old Bisson, and Annie Journeau. The watchman is L ouis
Le Grand.

In the cemetery, my first find was the tombs of the two children of Elias
John and Matilda Le Marquand, Adolphus Stanley (1889-1890) and
Clarence (1894-1895), which | have already mentioned when | passed
through Newport. Then thereisa graveidentified in the name of Philip
Hamon, born in Jersey and passed away in Newport in 1875, at the age of
61 yearsand 10 months. After that, we find ourselvesin the midst of the
Bisson family: Thomas Byer s Bisson, 1891-1956; Daniel Bisson, 1848-
1933, and Annie Baxter, hiswife, 1859-1931; Sydney Bisson, 1893-1957;
William J. Bisson 1886-1952; Thomas Bisson, 1860-1891; Daniel Bisson,
1823-1899, and hiswife Mary Jane Almond, 1820-1912; William Bisson,
1857-1932, and Margaret A. Sullivan, hiswife 1860-1943; Jennie C.
Bisson, 1894-1919; John Bisson, 1850-1925, with Martha Amelia L ucas,
hiswife, 1857-1930, and their son Thomas Clair, who was born in 1893
and died in 1923, from wounds sustained in thewar; Clara M ay Bisson,
1895-1953; Bessie Bisson, 1883-1960.

And now we cometo the Journieaux: William Journeau, 1859-1935, his
wife Mary Ellen Dea, 1865-1951, and their daughters Olive Winifred,
1885-1901, and Stella Vilvret, 1905-1907; Cornelius Jour neau, 1868-1931,
and hiswife Annie Journeau, 1874-1941; Herbert Jour neaux, 1879-1940,
and hiswife Amanda Maude, 1876-1955. Heisthe last Journieaux to
correctly spell the name!
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Other monuments show the names of: Edna Hazel Pear son, wife of L ewis
Le Grand, 1896-1955, probably the same Le Grand who wasreferred to
asthewatchman under thenameof LouisLe Grand; Alfred D. Le
Grand, 1872-1943, hiswife Maida S., 1868-1953, their daughter Julia
Alberta, 1905-1923, and their son Ernest Roy, 1916-1918; Charles Philip
LeMaistre Junr., 1923-1962, who died in an accident while hisfather,
born in Jersey in 1895, died the same year in New Carlisle, at the age of
67, and isburied in the cemetery of the" United Church of Canada", in
Paspébiac-Ouest. | knew him very well. He usually worked for the Robins
in Paspébiac and he was always smiling and in a good mood. His widow
and two daughterslivein New Carlisle. A sister of his, MissLydialLe
Maistrelivesin St. Martin, in Jersey.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Shigawake

Seven milesfrom Port-Daniel, we come to a village with the funny name
of Shigawake, a Micmac word meaning " Country of therising sun".
There must have been a good many people from Jersey living there at
that time because thereisa little anglican church dedicated to St Paul. |
found only some L e Gallaisin the cemetery, although | spotted a few
Majors, but didn't notetheir names because | thought they were English.
| regret not doing so now that | have heard it said they were Maugers
(Madgi), their name anglicised to Major.

In the church, awall memorial isdedicated to Edwin Le Gallais, killed
during thewar. The organ is dedicated to the memory of John Jour neau.
In the cemetery, one can find the graves of Edward L e Gallais, 1830-1904,
and Margar et Smith, hiswife, 1829-1919; Sarah Dow, 1859-1929, wife of
John A. Le Gallais. And Jennnielda L e Gallais, 1893-1954, wife of James
W. MacKenzie.

Thereisalso a small chapel of the United Church of Canadain
Shigawake.lt isnever possibleto enter these chapels since they are always
under lock and key. There are two members of the Bisson family in the
cemetery. Herman Bisson, 1874-1957, and | da Jane Y oung, hiswife, born
in 1876. Mary Ann Bisson, 1877-1960, wife of Edmund Y oung, 1874-1959.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Hope Town

The village of Hope Town, five miles from Shigawake, isour next stop on
the way to Paspébiac, which isnot very far, now. | don't know who gave
Hope Town its name but the village is located at the end of Cap d'Espoir!
The brochure from the provincial office of tourism mentions only that it
Isan agricultural center. There most certainly were Jersey peopletherein
the old days, because thereis an anglican church dedicated to St James.
In the church cemetery, thereisone grave that belongsto a Mauger and
two or three Majors. They probably areall Maugers. Herry Mauger,
Emma du Val'shusband who died in 1931, at 60. Philip du Val, deceased
in 1918, at 80. Elizabeth Major, 1874-1908. GladysE. Major, 1921-1922.
CharlesP. Magjor, 1888-1962, and Mary E. Ross, hiswife born in 1893.
The date of her death isnot mentionned. Often, the name was marked on
a grave while a person was alive with the date of the person's death to be
added after burial. Kathleen Joyce, daughter of Austin de Sainte-Croix,
died at 9 months.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Paspébiac

L eaving Hope Town behind, our next stop is Paspébiac, ten milesfurther,
still towardsthe west. | believe that this name of Paspébiac (Paspédgia) is
one of the best known wordsin Jersey, because it was the place wherethe
Robins docked, unloaded their cargo and landed the young Jer seymen
who were signed up to work in their fishing establishments and stores.

Themorphology of the port justified the use of Paspébiac, a Micmac
word meaning " Broken sand-bank" .

Hereiswhat Father Ferland had to say about the place, in 1836
(according to M. Serge C6té, in La Revue d' Histoire de la Gaspésie): " The
sand bank isan equilateral triangle, wherethe coast isthe base, about a
milein length, with, shooting out from both extremeties, two sand bars,
an acrein width, converging about a mile out at sea. Insideisanice basin
linked to the sea by a narrow channel.” It isthe best description | can
find of the port, and so | repeat it here without changing a word.

Father Ferland also informs usthat Paspébiac is one of the bastions of the
Robins, from wher e they maintained absolute control on fishing activities,
and kept buildings and installationsin order. The population, in those
days, was of about 600 people of different origins: Newfoundlanders,
Basques, French-Canadians and Jer seymen.

As| have mentionned previously, Mr Arthur G. Le Gros, the charming
general agent of the Robins, for the whole of the Gaspé peninsula, is
currently writing some articles on the subject, and it isworth being a
member of La Société Historique de la Gaspesie (Gaspé Coast Historical
Society) so asto be ableto read his publications. | have spent many a
pleasing hour with him, and hiswife and family, at hishome, in
Paspébiac.

Going to Paspébiac isvery nice. One can still meet Jersey peoplethere.
My friend Joseph L e Floch — we went to the Wesleyan school in St Ouén,
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together — livesthere with hiswife, née Bisson, in Gaspésie, one of the
best and most charming persons| have ever met. He came to Paspébiac
for the Robinsaround 1908, | think, and he worked there for more than
fifty yearsbeforeretiring. Heraised six children who are all married
now, but have left the Gaspé Coast.

Another Jerseyman, Arthur Ollivier, bornin Quaisne, in St Brelade, is
one of the VIPsin the Robin offices. A good man. Hiswifewasa MissLe
Grand, born in Gaspesie. Mr Thomas C. Le Breton, who hasbeen a
director in most of the branches of the Robin Company, isnow retired
and lives heretoo. His son John H. isacting president of the Robin
Company, today. Philippe Le Bro, who comes from around L a Fontaine,
in Millais, in St Ouén, also enjoysretirement pay from the Robin
company and lives quietly with hiswife, near the place where he has
worked all hislife. One of hisdaughters married a son of John Le
Masurier of Grande-Greve. Two old Jer sey families of St Ouén, joined
together in Gaspésie!

Mr Frank Agnesalso lives here, enjoying hisretirement, after along life
dedicated to the Robin family. Another of the old folks, octogenarian
Pierre Camiot, born in Jersey, in St Mary, lives quietly, in retirement, on
the outskirts of the village.

Many of these people we see in church, on Sunday. They spent most of
their lives, loyal and dedicated to the Robins, in their fishing
establishments, and they also remained faithfull to the House of God.

| can never think of Paspébiac without mour ning the passing of my old
friend Mr Eugene Auguste Albert Bouillon (1869-1959), general agent of
the Robinsduring hislifetime. | have spent many a pleasing hour with
him and hisdistinguished son, E. Linden Bouillon, esquire, A.R.|.B.A.
(Associate of the Royal I nstitute of British Architects), in Paspébiac, in
Jersey, and in Barbados, in the British West Indies. | would liketo write
mor e about thelate Mr Bouillon, real gentleman, solid citizen and a well
known pillar of the church, but, if | wereto detail all hisqualitieshere, |
would use too much space.

My praises on his behalf appear on page 471 of the second volume of the
publication Les Bulletins d'L'Assembliée d' Jérriais.

Jer seymen who wor ked for yearsfor the Robins can still befound in
Paspébiac: Ernest and Hedley Michel, from St Peter. One can always be
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assured to seethem in church, on Sunday, with the other Jer sey people.

The present St.Pierre church, in Paspébiac, isnew. It ismade of brick.
The previous building, made of wood, was destroyed by fire, a few years
ago. The architect who made the plans of the new church isMr Linden
Bouillon, A.R.I.B.A. (Associate of the Royal Institution of British
Architects).

In the cemetery, | found many graves commemor ating as many Jer sey
people who weretherelaid torest. Many families arerepresented. Here
aresome Le Gallais. Reverend F. G. Le Gallais, 1871-1926. William E. Le
Gallais, 1866-1890. Philip FrancisLe Gallais, 1859-1874. John JamesLe
Gallais, 1857-1882. Mary Ann Munro, 1841-1874, wife of Edmund Le
Gallais, and their son Albert Munro Le Gallais, deceased at 2 months, in
1874. Edmund Le Gallais, 1838-1921, Martha Miller, hiswife, 1847-1936,
and their daughter Jessie May, who died in 1886, 9 months and 20 days
old. Philip Le Gallais, 1827-1889, Rebecca Smith, hiswife, 1834-1874, and
their daughter Mary Caroline, 1869-1920.

And herearethethree sons of Charlesand |sabella Le Gallais, Harold
G., killed in thewar, in 1918, at the age of 23, Stanley C., who died from
hiswounds, in a British hospital in Brighton in 1917, at the age of 18, and
LedlieP., 1892-1892. What grief for parentsto losetheir sonsin this
manner! Edmund W. Le Gallais, 1858-1939, Ann Mary Le Masurier, his
wife 1863-1942, and their daughters Emily Grace, 1890-1938, and Alice
Edna, 1893-1945. Francis L e Gallais, 1832-1883, and Margaret du Val,
hiswife 1834-1906. Jane L e Gallais, wife of Hugh Miller, 1844-1876.
Evelyn Miller Le Gallais, 1882-1939, husband of Edith Travers. Percy
Clement Le Gallais, killed in an accident in 1916, at 28 years of age.

Hereisafamily who doesn't have many membersleft in Jersey these
days, the Bossy family: John Bossy, 1840-1920, and Jane, hiswife, 1845-
1918. John Philip Bossy, 1875-1956. Anna E. Bossy, 1874-1894. Geor ge
W. Bossy, 1876-1904, and his brother Reginald, who died at 8 months.

HerearesomelLeMaistre, evidently distinguished gentlemen : William
LeMaistre Esg. of thelsland of Jersey, a brother of FrancisLe Maistre
Esg., lieutenant-gouver nor of the district of Gaspé, who died in 1826, at
the age of 77.

And some L e Boutillier from the old business house Le Boutillier Bros:
Edward L e Boutillier, born in Jersey, associate in Le Boutillier Bros, 1802-
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1852. Alfred Payn L e Boutillier, 1830-1869. Hemarried a Miss Rosalie

| sabel Hamilton (1836-1917) who is buried with other members of the
Hamilton family in the cemetery of St. Andrew's Church, in New Carlisle.
Thefamily was apparently well off. They have an enclosurein the
cemetery, marked by a superb monument.

Here are names from old Jersey families: Sophia Fixott, wife of Alfred E.
Briard, died in 1934 (age not mentionned). Mr Briard isold. He enjoysa
good health and livesin Caraquet. Heisthe oldest son of the late Captain
Briard, originally from Sun Field in St Brelade, and the brother of Mr
Herbert Philip Briard who married my own first cousin, Elsie Ann
D'Aubert, and who livesin St Brelade's L es Quennevais, in Jersey.

ThelLeMasurier family isalso well represented : John Le Masurier, born
in Jersey, 1826-1901, husband of Jane E. Gallie. John T. Le Masurier,
1894-1908. ThomasL. Le Masurier, 1896-1917. Jane Le Masurier, 1903-
1920. John E. Le Masurier, 1906-1925. And Mary L. LeMasurier, 1908-
1908.

Hereisanamethat doesn't exist anymorein Jersey : John A. Seale, 1874-
1921, and Annie C. hiswife, 1878-1963. Richard Edward Binet, 1947-
1961, son of Hedley and Ruth Le Gredley.

| solated in a corner of the cemetery, | found the grave of a youth from
Portinfer, in St Ouén, FrancisHamon, born in Jersey, son of the late
centenarian Francis Hamon and hiswifethelate Lydia Ann Le Feuvre
(from the Le Feuvre family of Gros Nez). Young Francis cameto the
Gagpé Coast towork for the Robinsin 1914. He, later, enlisted in the
Canadian army. He became sick whilein Halifax, Nova Scotia, before his
regiment was assigned to battle, and he died there, in the hospital, in
1918, at the age of 20 yearsand 6 months. Thereis, also, a memorial
inscription, on hisparents gravein St Ouén's parish cemetery.

We cometo the part of the cemetery dedicated to the Bissons : Dani€l
Bisson Sr, born in Jersey, 1822-1881, and Mary Caroline Le Gallais, his
widow, 1824-1917, aswell astheir daughter Mary Elizabeth, who died in
1864 at the age of 5 years, 9 months and 5 days. Daniel Bisson, 1852-1923,
and Annie Cuthbert, hiswife, 1848-1897. Caroline L. Bisson, 1851-1941,
wife of Philip J. L. Ahier, 1859-1952; Walter Giffard Bisson, 1864-1950,
and Sarah Whittom, hiswife 1864-1934.

Therewaskinship between Mr Walter Giffard Bisson and the family of

file:///CJ/Sitesweb2/pil grimage/angaspe23.htm (4 of 6)20/11/2005 14:51:20



The last pilgrimage of a Jerseyman to the Gaspé Coast - Québec - Canada - Paspébiac

thelate judge John Francis Giffard Sr, in Jersey. When | first met Mr
Bisson, he was an old man with a fine presence. He wasthe father of Miss
Florence Bisson, the char ming wife of my friend Joseph L e Floch. James
Giffard Bisson, 1896-1961, husband of Laura L aliberté.

Hereisanother distinguished name, now gone from Jersey: Thomas
Hardy, born in Jersey, 1787-1869. He died in Nouvelle, a little further to
the west along the coast. And hereisayoung Raobin, curiously the only
oneto befound in thiscemetery: Arthur Vavassor Robin, 1858-1859.

There are some Gaveys. Charles Amice Gavey, 1855-1946, hiswife
Mar gar et Jane, hiswife, 1862-1923, and their children Lorna Margar et,
1895-1918, and Charles Robin, 1896-1896.

Mr Bouillon and hisfamily are buried here also: Eugene Auguste
Bouillon, bornin Jersey, 1869-1959, Elizabeth J. Bisson, (hiswife and the
sister of Walter Giffard Bisson), 1867-1942, and their children Sybil
Mary, who died in 1897 at 5 months and 29 days, Eugene Har old, 1892-
1892, and LeilaE. M., 1902-1932, wife of William H. Luce. MrsLuce, a
beautiful young wife of 30, fell sick whilesingingin church duringa
Sunday celebration and died almost instantly without regaining
conscience.

A Jersey family bearing the name of Gallieisalso represented: John
Gallie, born in Jersey, 1789-1874, and Ann Marie Scott, hiswife, 1805-
1868. J. F. Gallie, 1814-1889, and Elizabeth Whittom, hiswidow, 1825-
1908. Susan I sabel Gallie, 1872-1894, wife of Adolphus Grandin, and
Alice Isabel Grandin, their daughter, who died in 1891 at 6 months of age.

And the Romerils. George Romeril, 1842-1896, and Elie B. Romeril, 1868-
1928, both born in Jersey.

And hereare other Jersey name: Philip du Val, 1805-1878. CharlesP. Le
Marquand of St Peter in Jersey, 1882-1926. CharlesLe Gresey, born in
Jersey, 1860-1921. Charles D. dela Haye, 1887-1950, husband to ElseL e
Gredley. | was acquainted with Mr de la Haye, a man who was well-liked
by his co-workers, at the Robins. John Hocquard, 1815-1887, and Mary
Gallie, hiswife, 1822-1889. Ernest Le Grand, 1884-1959, Mary Gaudin's
husband. Margaret Mary Caldwell, wife of Thomas C. Le Breton, died in
1938, and their daughter fille Mary Ruth, had died in 1928, at 18 months.
Mr le Breton, afinefigureof a man, isstill full of lifeand | knock on his
door every timel visit Paspébiac. Charles Wilfred L e Seelleur, 1924-1960.
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John Gregory, born in Jersey, 1821-1858. Elizabeth Scott, 1811-1857, wife
of Eliasdela Peréelle. John FrancisLe Gresley, 18380-1918, and Henrietta
K ate Bisson, hiswife, 1876-1946. John Hilton Munroe, 1897-1959,
MajorieE. Le Gredey's husband.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Paspébiac-Ouest

"West Paspébiac”" (thenameisnever used in french, over there), isthe
name given to the area between the town of Paspébiac and that of New
Carlide, four milesfurther.

One sees the occasionnal house, here and there, on both sides of the road.
On on€'sright, onefinds a beautiful property named Millefleurs, the
house and outbuildings of MrsLilian Le Grand, née Bisson, who livesin
Victoria, the capital city of Canada's British Colombia.

Mr Walter Bisson, MrsLe Grand'sfather, was ataylor. He had his shop
and fashion house very near King Street and Halkett Place, where one
can find Woolworth'sthese days.

On theroad to New Carlisle, in West Paspébiac, thereisalittle chapel of
the United Chuch of Canada, to theright while the cemetery isto theleft.

Onefindsafew Jersey familiesin thiscemetery. Here arethe Briards:
EliasJ. Briard, 1862-1930. L ouisa Briard, 1875-1942, wife of Elias
William Le Grand. Annie Alma Briard, 1896-1954, wife of Ogilvy
McL ellan.

And the Hocquard: Philip Hocquard, born in Jersey in 1869, and Annie
Tennier, hiswife, 1873-1948. James Hocquard, 1871-1953, and Ella, his
wifeborn in 1888. Frank James Hocquard, 1873-1944, and Augusta
Barbara Smith, hiswife, 1880-1943. And George M. Hocquard, 1907-
1948, Laura Munro's husband.

The other graves belong to: Alfred Michel, 1878-1956, Elizabeth, B.
Taylor'shusband. Harold Cleveland Le Grand, 1886-1935, Lilian
Bisson's husband. And Charles Philip Le Maistre, who wasborn in
Jersey in 1895 and passed away in 1962.

As| have already mentionned, his son, bearing the same name, isburied
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in the cemetery ot St. James Church, in Port-Daniel.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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New Carlide

Thetown of New Carlisle was given that name by English Loyalistswho
came to settle on the Coast at the time the Americans won the war of

| ndependence against England. Tourist " brochures® published by
provincial authorities state that New Carlisle was founded in 1887, which
probably meansthat a Roman Catholic Parish was created that year,
sincethetown was at least 50 yearsolder. Mr CAGté, in the Revue

d' Histoire de la Gaspésie, declaresthat father Ferland, in his account of
his 1836 annual parish visit along the coast, describes New Carlisle asa
" small town made of houses, few and far between. It islike saying of
Washington, that it isa town on a Sunday visit in the country. It boasts a
court, a prison, lawyers and a few leading citizens of the nation. The
British gover nment spent 82,000 pounds sterling to settle, in Douglastown
and New Carligle, familieswho remained loyal to the mother country
during the revolution that shook its provincesin America" .

Thisstory, told by father Ferland explainswhy there where very few
Jerseymen, in New Carlisle. They were mostly concentrated in Paspébiac,
wher e the head office of the Robinsissituated. | have an old friend who
lived in New Carlide: Frank Le Gredey, brother of MrsJamesLé Bro,
née Glen Le Gredey, of Les Chataignersin St. Ouén.

Frank Le Gredley, who was a captain in the Canadian Army during
World War |l (he had been in thefirst World War too, asa soldier) is

" Sheriff" of New Carlisle and justice of the peace for the whole of
Québec's Bonaventure County. Heis popular and well respected by
everybody. His char ming wife, née Queenie Cook, isaswelcoming asheis
and one never knocks at their door without being met with open arms
and invited to take some refresnment and share a meal with them.

The St. Andrew Anglican Church, in New Carlide, isone of the lar gest
along the coast. During hislifetime, the canon Alfred Stanley Le Moignan
(1895-1953), of whom | have already talked, wasrector of parish. In the
church, thereisa copper memorial plate on the organ,to remind usthat it
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was built in memory of " Alfred Stanley L e M oignan, priest and canon of
the Québec cathedral. Rector of thisparish from 1933to 1953". A wall
memorial commemor ates the passing of Harold Le Gallais, killed during
thewar, and of Stanley L e Gallais, who died from the wounds he
sustained. They are both buried in the cemetery, in Paspébiac.

Here, in this cemetery, one can find, among others, the grave of a
distinguished Jerseyman, William Le Boutillier Fauvel, born in Perceg, in
1850, and who died in 1897. During his short life, he became very useful
to hisadoptive country. In 1893, he was elected member of Parliament for
Bonaventure fCounty. He was of the Liberal Party and represented his
constituentswith quiet distinction. Hismonument in New Carlrisle was
paid by hisfriends of the Party out of gratefulness. Two of hisbrothers
lived in Pointe-Saint-Pierre, but they are no more of thisworld today.

And hereare other Jersey namesthat | have found on gravesin the
cemetery: Sara Renouf, 1830-1910, wife of John A. Dobson, 1827-1911.
William Renouf, 1914-1950, Sar a Renouf's husband. Berta Hocquard,
1885-1951, wife of E. Woodbur ne Shepherd, 1885-1943. John S. Weary,
1879-1956, and Elizabeth Assels, hiswife, who was born in 1883. John
Picot, 1865-1882. Rosalie | sabel Hamilton, 1836-1917, widow of Alfred
Payn L e Boutillier. And the canon Alfred Stanley Le Moignan, 1895-1953.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Bonaventure

Eleven milesfrom New Carlisle, still driving west, we come to a beautiful
town called Bonaventure. The namerecallsthe French sailboat

" Bonaventure' that sailed in thearea, in 1591. Theregion may very well
oweitsnameto that visit. The brochure of the provincial office of
Tourism declaresthat the town was already therein 1791, and Mr Serge
Caté, in an article published in the Revue d'Histoire dela Gaspésie, on
theannual visit of the parish priest, in 1836, informsusthat Father
Ferland found Bonaventure peopled by Acadians who had soft and
pleasing features. We also learn that there wer e schools, that the people
wer ereligious and that they worked morein the areas of navigation,
agriculture and the wood industry than in fishing.

Therewas a store of the Robins company and its manager, Douglas
Barette, born in Jersey. Heisaround 70 yearsold. | think that the Robins
sold him the store and that heis hisown boss, now. | alwaysgoin to see
the store, and heisalways glad to have news of Jersey. Heisthe last
Jerseyman we visited on our way back.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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New Richmond

Twenty miles from Bonaventure, we come to New Richmond. | prefer itsold Micmac
name of Cascapébiac, which was also the name of theriver that flows hereinto the sea
and isfull of salmon. Theword means'Fast Current'. It issaid that the town was
founded in 1831 and named in honor of the duke of Richmond, once gover nor-general
of Canada. Father Ferland informsusthat, in 1936, it was an indian village and that
the Micmac Indians smoked herring here.

Today, New Richmond isa clean and prosperoustown. Itsinhabitants earn aliving
from fishing and far ming while the wood industry also contributesto its economy.

On the left, coming into town, one seesthe big beautiful chapel of the United Church of
Canada, dedicated to St. Andrew. There must have been a whole lot of Scotsin the
town, because the Presbyterian Church, with that of the Methodists and
Congregationists, became the 'United Church' and this church isbigger than any other
that can usually be found in the Gaspé Peninsula. In the cemetery, a model of
cleanlines, there areloads of scottish names. But | have found one jer sey name: Joshua
P. Henry, who was born in Grouville, Jersey, on April 9, 1880, and died in New
Richmond, on August 2nd, 1942, and E. L ena Doddridgem, hiswife, 1875-1930.
Another graveisdedicated to the fond memory of Susie Hamilton, 1884-1952, wife of
Harry Hardy, born in 1891.

And herel cometothe end of thelist of anglican and protestant churches built along
theroad around the peninsula, wher e the voices of Jersey and Guer nesey peoplerose,
reciting and singing, praising the Lord in the shelter of their sanctuaries, wher e the soil
of cemeteries has grown rich from the burial of their mortal remains and wherethe
graves per petuate the beautiful old Norman names, which are our heritage, and are
fast disappearing from the Jer sey landscape.

| know very well that much patience wasrequired to read the long lists of names
registered in these pages concer ning the Jer sey peoplein the Gaspé Peninsula.
Hopefully you have not found thistoo boring.

| also hope some of you wer e able to recognize the names of ancestors, of relatives and
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friends, resting in peace, so far from their homeland and that this helped revive
plaisant memories of the old daysfor those who lived on the Gaspé Coast in that period
and have known these people | have mentionned.

From New Richmond, theroad leadsto M atapédia, roughly sixty milesfurther, and a
beautiful paved road crossesthe superb Matapédia valley, along theriver that bears
the same name. At thefoot of the mountains, theroad brings us, another 100 miles
further, to Sainte-Flavie. At thispoint, | have completed my voyage around the Gaspé
Peninsula, second homeland of so many Jer sey people, and to me, the greatest and
perpetual pilgrimage ground, for aslong asthe Lord will keep me alive, healthy and
abletotravel.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey

Note: The visit of the Gaspé Coast which permitted the necessary research to write the
article that precede this note, was made in September of 1964. A lot of the people
mentioned, alive at that time, have now passed away and gone to their eternal resting
place.
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Likethe bulletins of L' Assembliée d'Jérriais, which are always inter esting
and full of little anecdotes on thelife of the old Jer sey people, the
quarterly published Revue d'Histoire de la Gaspésie, isfull of storieson
the subject of the Gaspé Coast and itsold inhabitants. It isalso

remar quable that the president of the Society that publishesthe Revue,
father Michel Le Moignan, isa descendant of Jersey. The priest'sgreat-
grandfather was Pierre Le Moignan, born in Jersey, in 1816. TheLe
Moignan family was well represented in the parishes of St John and St
Mary.

Yet in thisarea, Jersey people were not often mentionned in the Revue

d' Histoire de la Gaspésie, except in thearticlesof Mr A. G. Le Gros
relating the story of the Robinsin the Gaspé peninsula, from thevery
beginning, and in the first number of the third volume, which contains an
articleon Cloridormewritten by Mr John Le Scelleur, an 85-year old
who certainly iseither a Jerseyman or a descendant of a Jersey family. It
iIsalso interesting to note that a member of the board of directorsof La
Société historique de la Gaspésie, Mr Alphonse N. L e Boutillier, is of
Jersey extraction. It can be said that Jer sey people marked the faith of
the Gaspé peninsula with the stamp of our heritage, with 'our seal’, the
Sceau de notre Baillage asit iswritten in the old contracts signed before
the Justice, in the Royal Court!

Thelast number of the Revue d'Histoire offersa magnificent history of
the Gaspé Coagt, north of Gaspé, written by Mr Firmin L etour neau,
agronomist, and presented by Father Claude Allard, vice-president of La
Société historique de la Gaspésie and director of La Revue. Although

Jer seymen wer e mainly established along the south coast of the peninsula,
some wer e present, as| have already mentionned, in Grand Etang,
Riviere-au-Renard, and certainly L'Anse Jersey (Jersey Cove), which are
part of the north coast. The Robins still have a storein Anse-aux-
Griffons, even though Jer sey people can no longer befound in the area.
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By reading Mr Letourneau'sarticle, | discovered, on the north side, two
more namesthat | heard my father mention often enough in the Landes
smithy, in St Ouén, when | wasa boy: Le Boutillier et Fruing. Father
always pronounced Les Boutiliersand Frouing!

Mr Letourneau informes usthat, during the 1830s, the Seigneurie of
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts went to Francois Buteau, a merchant from
Québec, and that, at the same period, John L e Boutillier, clerk for the
Robins, joined Buteau to found his own company under the name of John
LeBoutillier & Company. L etouneau also tellsusthat John Le Boutillier
became the Seigneur of Sainte-Anne-des Monts, in histurn! | had always
believed that Geor ge Godfray, of Grand Etang, was the only Jer seyman
to become a Seigneur in the Gaspé peninsula, but | waswrong. Which
goesto provethat one can always learn!

John LeBoutillier ran his business from Percé, Saint-Anne and M ont-
Louis. He sired three sons, Horatio, Philippe and George. Hor atio
managed the M ont-L ouis oper ations, and Alphonse, who is, now, on the
board of directors of La Sociéte historique de la Gaspésie, is George's
granson. John Le Boutillier mixed in palitics, representing Gaspé County
in the House of Commons of Lower Canada from 1833 to 1838, and in the
House of Commons of Upper and Lower Canada from 1854 to 1867.

Mr Letourneau also informs usthat Charles et Philippe Robin, founder
of the Robin company, found William Fruing in an or phanage in London,
adopted him and brought him to Paspébiac to work inr the family
business. He must have been competent since he rose within the company
to become Robin's general agent. But hisambition did not stop there.
During the 1850s, he left the Robins and worked for the Janvrin in Percé.
The Janvrin had opened an establishment in 1798. He eventually married
Miss Janvrin, changed the company name for William Fruing &
Company and established hismain place of businessin Grande-Gr éve,
while managing other trading postsin Riviére-aux-Renards, Caraquet,
Newfoundland and one or two other locations.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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In Mont-Louis, John Le Boutillier et William Fruing wer e settled on the
left side of the delta, one up-river from the other, but apparently, the
Fruing ended up attracting the best part of the business and forcing the
L e Boutillier to close, around 1895.

Miss Janvrin, who married John Le Boutillier, came from Percé wherea
Mr Janvrin had started a businessin 1798. It'sthefirst timel hear about
Janvrins being in the Gaspé peninsula. | can't remember seeing that
name on any gravein the anglican cemeteries, and | never met any of
their descendants.

Even if the Fruing Company had prospered morethan that of theLe
Boutillier, it finally had to fold too, abandoning or selling itsfishing
establishments around 1915. The last manager of the Fruing Company
was Mr Philip Mauger Luce, son of the late John M. Lucewho isburied
in the St. Peter church cemetery, in Grande-Gréeve. Mr Hyman bought
the fishing establishments and stores, in Grande-Gréeve and Cloridorme,
and my friend Mr LewisJ. Gibaut, was manager of the Cloridorme
fishing establishment for threeyears, beforereturning to Jersey. The

M ont-L ouis fishing establishment went to CharlesW. Mullen, and later
to Anicet L etour neau, who probably belonged to the same family asthe
writer of the article on the history of the north side of the Gaspé Coast.

Mr Letourneau tellsus, in hisarticle, that the manager s of the trading
houses of the Fruing left uswith good memories. He names. CharlesLe
Selleur (Le Seeleur or Le Scelleur, for sure), Nelson L affoley and Stanley
Gaudin in Mont-Louis, George Aubert in Riviere-Madeleine (where he
died on January 19 1904, at 65; heisburied in the St. Peter church
cemetery, in Grande-Greéve). Philippe Hubert in Grande-Vallée, aswell
as Alfred John Dolbell and John Le Scelleur in Cloridor me. All
Jerseymen! But it must be said the that for midable Jer sey colony, from
Grande-Gréve to Paspébiac, was not aswell represented on the north side
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of the Coast. The Boutilliersand Fruings have disappeared from the
scene along time ago, and only William Hyman and Son is still in
business these days, in Grande-Gréve and Gaspé. The Robinswere very
prosperous from the start and prosper still, today, under the name of
Robin, Jones & Whitman, and the presidence and management of
Jerseymen!

It issurprising that what was previously the Seigneurie of Grand Etang is
still owned by a Godfray. Mr Letourneau informsusthat, in 1697, the
Count of Frontenac, Governor of New France, gives Francois Hazeur and
DenisRiverin, "L'Ansedel'Etang" aterritory on the St. Lawrence River,
with half a league of frontage on each side of the bay, and one leaguein
depth. In 1725, the Seigneurie goesto Michel Sarrazin, the king's doctor
and Francois Hazeur's son in law. Since 1850, ther e has been three
Seigneurs: Michel L espérance, of Montmagny, Thomas L ebreux and
George Godfray.

Up until now, | have talked about the Gaspé coast known to the Jer sey
people as being the south side of the peninsula, from Riviere-aux-Renards
at the north end to Paspébiac at the south end. The north side of the
coast, where Mont-L ouisand Grand Etang ar e found, spreads from Cap
Chat at the west end to Echourie at the east end, over a distance of 125
miles. Mr Letourneau tells an interesting story on the villages settled on
that coast. Thetough pionneers and founding father s had the courage
and determination to brave the seain little boats, codfishing, during the
summer and the cold winters, and building houses and villagesin a new
world, far from all the comforts we enjoy nowadays. It issaid that the
first frenchman who dared to travel that way was Denis Riverin in 1686.
He sailed from La Rochelle, France, with ateam of eighteen sailor -
fishermen. He enjoyed an uneventful crossing, but was stranded near
Percéon hisarrival, and lost his ship. Once on firm ground, he was not
successful at fishing and generally had no luck.

Another frenchman, Michel Maillet, arrived in Gaspésiein 1750 and
or ganised a colony of fishermen, but the British army destroyed the
settlement in 1758.

Thetruefounding fathers of the north side of the coast arethose who
settled there permanently. In 1836, there were only 47 families on the
coast. Nowadays, there are 4800! | read the names of the foundersin a
list made by Mr Letourneau, in hisarticle of La Revue d'Histoirede La
Gaspésie, but | only found one or two Jer sey names. One of the founding
fathersof Marsoui, located between Cap-au-Renard and Mont-L ouis, was
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Wesley Sohier. The family name, Sohier, could very well be french, but
not Wesley! Thefirst parish priest in residencein Mar soui is Father

L ouis Nelson L affoley, certainly of Jersey extraction, most probably the
son of Nelson L affoley who was alr eady mentionned as one of the
manager s of the Fruing commer cial establishment in Mont-L ouis.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Another descendant of a Jersey family, Father Raymond Ahier isparish
priest of Riviere a Claude, not far from Marsoui. As| have alr eady said,
one branch of the Ahier family converted to roman catholicism when
Gédéon Ahier married Victoire Pinchaud, in Carleton, in 1807, and
Philippe Ahier married Rose Duguay in Port-Daniel, in 1840. Father
Raymond Ahier ismost probably a descendant of one of those two. The
Roman catholic Church should be grateful: we have given it good priests!

A " Tom Sainte-Croix" ismentionned as having been postmaster in
Riviere-aux-renards. He was probably one of the " de Sainte-Croix" of
Jersey. | noticed that, in the Gaspé peninsula, therulewasto drop the
particle" de" from the name. As| have already said, | was acquainted
with aroman catholic priest, Father Sainte-Croix, whose grandfather was
aJersey "de Sainte-Croix" . Mr Letourneau tellsusthat the postmaster of
Saint-Anne-des-Montswasa Tom Perre, and a Jean Perréhis
mentionned as one of the founders of that town. This makes me think
that, maybe, that pionneer was a Jean Pérrée, and that Tom, the
postmaster, was his son. Jer seymen, assuredly, since | have never heard
of a Frenchman called Tom.

A Thomas Savage is mentionned as one of the founding father s of
L'Echourie. He could very well have been a descendant of the Jersey
family bearing that name, who came from Ste Mary.

L'Echourieisnot very far from Riviére-au-Renard, and there were
Jerseymen there also.

| have always believed that the word grave in thejob title of Maitre dé
Graverefered to the beach, but | waswrong. Reading M. Letourneau's
article, | learned that theword Maitrerefersto the man the company can
rely on while Grave describesthe length of gravel wherethe cod was
streched out to dry in the sun. Of courseif the fishing establishment was
built on the beach, thisgravelled area could also have been there, yet |
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have always seen the cod drying area on a site near the beach but higher
up. It wason thewharf, along the sea shore, that the cods wer e gutted
and the heads removed.

| have never stopped long on the north side of the Coast, probably
because my pilgrimage always aimed at meeting Jer seymen, who had
settled mainly on the south side. | don't even really know of any on the
north side, today, except for the Godfraysin Grand Etang, aswell as
Walter Le Quesne and Cyril Le Garignon in Riviere-au-Renard. Which is
not to say that the north side of the Coast is not nice, also. On the
contrary, the countryside and the mountains along that coast are a
superb siteto behold. But one should not go therein winter. In 1963, |
took my cousin d'Aubert and hiswife, from St. Brelade Bay, for aturn
around this beautiful coast, so they could see and admireit, but even
though we werein the last week of April, they could not see much since,
the countryside and mountains wer e still covered in snow!

In the Revue d'Histoire de La Gaspésie, Volume 3, number 2, thereisan
interesting articlewritten by M. N. E. Dionne, that recountsthe story of
Gagpé'slieutenant governors. It issaid that, during the American War of
| ndependence, those who remained loyal to England, fled into Baie des
Chaleursto stay under the British flag. In 1775 or 1776, Major Nicholas
Fox, of the British Army, isnhamed lieutenant governor of Gaspé, and
arrivesin Percé were he settles officially in 1780. He occupied the
fonction for around eight years.

The second lieutenant governor was FrancisLe Maistre, Esquire, bornin
Jersey. He, apparently, was a man of great resour ces and a distinguished
soldier, because M. Dionne mentions that he was a colonel under General
Carleton (Baron of Dorchester), governor of Québec from 1786 a 1796,
and he was secr etary and aide-de-camp of the famous gener al
Haldimand. The date of his nomination as lieutenant governor isnot
mentionned, but we know hewasin post in 1785, since on August 11 of
that year, he usesthetitlein aletter he addressesto the citizens of Riviere-
a-L'Anguille ordering them to tell the Caplan Indiansto behave, from
now-on. He also ordersthem to be honest and just themselves, insisting
that it istheir duty to set a good example. And so it goesto provethat he
wasajust man.

FrancisLe Maistredid not stay long in Percé, it seems, since he can be
found in Québec in 1793. While he was lieutenant gover nor, he was
Assistant-Gener al of the British militiain Québec, with a £91.5.0 per year

file://ICJ/Sitesweb2/pil grimage/angaspe39.htm (2 of 3)20/11/2005 14:51:23



Further notes of George Francis Le Feuvre - Revue d'histoire de la Gaspésie - Part 3

salary, and colonel of the battalion of thelocal militia. Hissalary, as
lieutenant governor of Gaspé and inspector of commer cial fishing for the
coast of Labrador, was around 300 pounds per year. It was somethingin
those days. He died in Québec, on February 13 1805, and he was buried
with asmuch ceremony asif he had been Governor of the whole of
Canada. Thetown'sbigwigs and legislative members, and a throng of
people of all sortsfollowed the band; the soldiers of the 49th Regiment
walked in the funeral procession, and his horse was in the procession too.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey
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Mr Dionnetellstwo storiesthat have helped keep alive the memory of
FrancisLe Maistre, lieutenant governor and colonel . When Mr Le
Maistre left Percéfor Québec, heleft behind, in Percé, to take care of the
house and keep everything shipshape, his personal servant. The servant
was a loyal black man who had been with him for many years. L eft alone,
the poor soul started to feel lonely. He loved his master and missed him a
lot, and, finally ended up hanging himself. It issaid that alittle while
after hewasburied, villager sthought they saw lights going from window
to window, in the house. Some said that it was the black man's ghost
haunting hislast residence and they wer e scared to go there, at night.

The other legend, reported by M. Dionne, ismuch moreinteresting. It is
about a painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary that hang above the high
altar of the Roman Catholic Basilica of Québec. Details on the subject
wer e transmitted verbaly to afriend of M. Dionne, by an old priest who
was very knowledgeable about the old days.

It issaid that M. Le Maistre, who was then secretary to the governor of
Québec, saw a beautiful young girl of the name of Stuart, who stayed at
the Convent of the Ursulines. It was then impossible to meet with her,
sincethe Sistersdid not let men have accessto the part of the convent
wheretheir charges, all young girls, lived. But it so happened that the
Bishop of the Diocese, accompanied by his secretary, would some times
meet the Governor, also with his secretary, and that they would walk
together to the Convent. Thetwo secretaries would walk together, at a
distance behind their masters, and thus became good friends. It issaid
that M. Le Maistre confided his problem to hisfriend and that, with the
help of the Bishop, finally was permitted to visit Miss Stuart.

FrancisLe Maistretook advantage of the priviledge and, visiting Miss
Stuart, hefell heads over heelsin love with her and proposed marriage. It
Issaid that she accepted on the condition that he convert to the roman
catholic faith. Did he, now? Well, love conquersall! He accepted the
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condition and started hisinitiation to the teachings of the Roman
Catholic Church! I'n the meantime, he was named L ieutenant-Gover nor
of thedistrict of Gaspé and was or dered off to England to get his
instructions from the Britsh government.

Although hisreligioustraining was not completed, it seems he had made
enough progressto satisfy the Church authoritieswho, seeing that he had
toleave for England, permitted hismarriage with Miss Stuart, before his
departurefrom the country. The newlyweds spent their honeymoon at M.
LeMaistre'sfather'shouse, in Jersey.

In hisstory, M. Dionne recountsthat old M. Le Maistre had once been a
privateer (a respectabletitle among pirates!) sailing in the vicinity of the
Channél Idands. When a ship would fall in their path, they would take
everything they could put their hands on that was of value, and divide it
amongst themselves. Old man Le Maistre had used all the chances he had
to accumulate all kinds of objects and hisattic wasfull. Young Mrs
FrancisLe Maistre, curious like most women, liked to rummage through
these items, and, one day, she found a beautiful oil painting of The
Blessed Virgin Mary. Sheadmired it so that her father-in-law gaveit to
her. When the young couple left Jersey to return to the Gaspé Coast, they
brought the painting with them.

Back in Québec, MrsLe Maistre presented the painting to Father Plessis,
who was secretary to the Bishop when her husband was secretary to the
Governor of Québec, the same who had arranged for M. Le Maistreto be
ableto see her at the convent. Father Plessislost no time before placing
the painting over the altar, in the Basilica, whereit can still be found
today. Thereisan inscription under the painting that reads: " Given by
Fran. Le Maistre Esqu., Lieutenant-Governor of the District of Gaspe,
etc.". The presence of the painting in the cathedral, and the inscription,
provesthat the story is based on true facts. We give praise and our
thanksto M. Dionnefor thisstory about a distinguished Jer seyman, and
for the legendsthat keep hismemory alive.

What would beinteresting to know, iswhowasold M. FrancisLe
Maistre, in Jersey. Was hefrom St. Ouén? FrancisLe Maistre was
colonel in Canada in 1775, and was probably around 30 maybe more, in
those days. Thiswould point to around 1740 to 1745 for hisbirth year.
As already mentionned, hedied in 1805. The William Le Maistre, who
died in 1826 at the age of 77 and whoisburied in the graveyard of St.
Peter Church, in Paspébiac, was hisbrother. This places hisdate of birth
somewherein 1749, in Jersey. Francis probably wasthe oldest. The fact
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that William isburied in Paspébiac leads meto believe that he was with
the Robins.

The time has comme to scrutinize Québec's ar chives, where | may find
mor e Jer seymen established at the time of the colonization of the Gaspé
peninsula by the Jer sey people, and of the warsthat lead to the annexion
of Canadato the British Crown.There were, of cour se, Jer seymen
enlisted in theranks of the British Navy as much asthere where some
who practiced open sea fishing, and helped the Robinsin their business of
cutting and gutting cod, and sun-drying it in their fishing establishments.

George FrancisLe Feuvre
Jersey

Whatever histrade, a Jerseyman would, of cour se, do hisduty
in the field he choseto work in, asrequired by the teachings of
the Church.

Qué ch'flsse un métchi ou |'autre, ch'est bein seux quél'Jérriais
faisait san d'vé dans|'état danstchi il avait 'té appelé comme
nouos dit |'caticeme dé |' églyise.

—
e endd of the pilggiimage

A
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1891 - 1984

George d'la Forge 'tait probabliément I' pus grand auteu dé prose en Jéerriais du
vingtchieme siécl'ye. || écrivit pus d'milletrais chents articl'yes pouor les gazettes.
Ch'est eune véthitabl'ye trésor'rie d'la langue Jérriaise: des mémouaithesd'la vie
en Jerri duthant sesjannes ans, ses expéthiences dans les difféthents pays tch'i’
visitit duthant ses viages, les gens, les couGteunmes et les crianches du temps
passg, et ses opinnions entouor la vie politique et les changements en Jerri. Tchi
grand travas! L'amas et la qualité d' ses pieches aidgaient a établyi |'St. OQuénnais
coumme standard littéthaithe pouor |'Jerriais. Pouor dé mé, ch'tait ma
preunmiéthe introduction au Jerriais - liésant I's articl' yes tch' appathaissai ent
rédguliéthement dans les colonnes d'la gazette du sé quand j'tais mousse.

Frainque Le Maistre
Reference: Les pagesjerriaises, Geraint Jennings

A
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